
Reporting Format for Regional Chairs and 
NGDOs (Latin America 08/2008 to 12/2008)  

 
1) Indicate the regularity of VISION 2020 programme s in that country.   

a) Sustained VISION 2020 activities (twice a year or more)   
b) Intermittent activities (at least once a year)   
c) No activity in the recent past (2 years)   
d) No information available  

 
Note: During the IAPB meeting in Geneva in July 2007, the 
Caribbean Council for the Blind (CCB) agreed to furnish IAPB 
with the relevant information for the region, hence in this report, 
our office has not included information from the Caribbean basin. 

 

S. 

  Periodicity   Launched   

Country  

   

VISION 

 
   

No 
 

No. Regular  
 

Intermittent  
 

  
activity  2020 

 
      
1 Argentina a    Y  
2 Bolivia a    Y  
3 Brazil a    Y  
4 Canada a    Y  
5 Chile a    Y  
6 Colombia a    Y  
7 Costa Rica a    Y  
8 Cuba a    Y  
9 Dominican       

 Republic a    Y  
10 Ecuador a    Y  
11 El Salvador a    Y  
12 Guatemala   b  Y  
13 Honduras a    Y  
14 Mexico a    Y  
15 Nicaragua a    Y  
16 Panama   b  N  
17 Paraguay a    Y  
18 Peru a    Y  
19 United States a    N  
20 Uruguay a  b  Y  
21 Venezuela a    Y  



2) List partners for each of these countries (blank  means no data 
available to the LA office)  

 
  Partners     

S. N o. 
   Others  

IAPB 
 

   
(Corporate,  

 

 Country  
 

Government  member  
 

NGDOs Individuals,  
 

 
 

Agency  (yes/no)  
 

  
Institutes  

 
      
    etc.)    
1 Argentina LIONS, ORBIS, FOAL, Y    

  CMB   Y  
2 Bolivia ULLS DEL MON, Y  Y  

  FOAL, CMB, MIRADA     
  SOLIDARIA, LIONS,     
  Light for the World     
3 Brazil CBM, FOAL, Y Y Y  

  LIGHTHOUSE, SEE     
  INTERNATIONAL     
  LIONS     
4 Canada  N Y Y  
5 Chile LIONS, FOAL, CMB Y  Y  
6 Colombia SEE Y Y Y  

  INTERNATIONAL,     
  LIONS, CMB     
7 Costa Rica LIONS, CMB, ORBIS, Y  Y  

  FOAL     
8 Cuba LIONS, ORBIS, CBM Y  Y  
9 Dominican CMB, LIGHTHOUSE, Y  Y  

 Republic SEE     
  INTERNATIONAL,     
  CMB, LIONS     
10 Ecuador CMB, FOAL, MIRADA Y  Y  
  SOLIDARIA, LIONS     
11 El CBM   Y  
 Salvador      
12 Guatemala LIONS, FOAL, N  Y  
  LIGHTHOUSE, CBM,     

  ORBIS     
13 Honduras CBM, FOAL, SEE N  Y  
  INTERNATIONAL     
14 Mexico CMB, HELEN Y Y Y  
  KELLER, FOAL,     

  LIGHTHOUSE, CCB-     
  SSI     
15 Nicaragua CMB, FOAL, SEE Y  Y  
  INTERNATIONAL     



16 Panama SEE N  N  
  INTERNATIONAL,     

  FOAL     
17 Paraguay CBM, ORBIS, LIONS, Y Y Y 

  FOAL    
      

18 Peru SEE Y            Y  Y 
  INTERNATIONAL,    

  CMB, FOAL, ORBIS,    
  LIONS    

19 United  Y             Y Y 
 States     

20 Uruguay LIONS, CBM Y  Y 
      

21 Venezuela CBM, FOAL, LIONS Y  Y 
      

 
3) What VISION 2020 priorities are active in your r egion? (Check 

all that apply)  
 
Cataract  
 
Trachoma 
 
Onchocerciasis 
 
Childhood Blindness 
 
Refractive Error & Low Vision 
 
Diabetic Retinopathy and Glaucoma 
 
Other (Specify Regional priorities) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 X 

  

  

 X 

 X 

 X 

  



4) Areas of focus to promote VISION 2020 priorities  in your region: 
(check all that apply and rank in order of priority ) 

                                              
�       Priority 

Disease Control                                   2 
 
Human Resource Development          1 
 
Infrastructure Development                  3 
 
Research                                              4 
 
 

5) Please list regular programmes taken up in your region. 
Describe the nature of activities under such progra mmes.  

 
S. 

Country  Nature of Activity  Period  
 

No.  
     
1 Argentina Cataract surgery and ROP programmes in 2008  

  various provinces. Great advances in LV   

 

activities. Hosted the GA8 and III Iberoamerican 
VISION 2020 Congress as well as the I 
Argentine Public Health Ophthalmology meeting 
in August. The SIBEN Congress on ROP was 
held in Mar del Plata en September. Very 
successful ROP programs particularly in the 
South. The Castelli community in the northern 
province of El Chaco has finished a RACSS and 
aims to be declared Cataract Blindness Free   

2 Bolivia 
Cataract surgery programmes. Established PBL 
Committee in June 2008  

3 Brazil Great advances in ROP screening and training,  2008  
  including wider adoption of national guidelines.   
  Many cataract surgical programmes and   
  Diabetic Retinopathy screening and treatments.    
  In Sao Paulo, many refractive errors programs  
  active. Twenty training centres have begun a  
  pilot programme to include CEH in their  
  curricula, Formed CEH and VISION 2020  
  committee in the Brazilian Council of  
  Ophthalmology (CBO), Refractive Errors  
  screening in school age children, primarily in  
  Sao Paulo. Twenty facilitators trained in   
  in Brazil.  

  
Two CEH courses have taken place in 2008. 
Follow up of ROP course in November  

4 Canada Strong support to developing countries. 2008 
5 Chile Great support from the Government for 2008 

  Cataract, ROP, Diabetic Retinopathy and  

 X 

 X 

 X 

 X 



  Refractive errors. CEH concepts have been  
  officially adopted by the National Society of  
  Ophthalmology as part of the training curricula..  
  All priority V2020 disease and other are  
  guaranteed by government funding.  

6 Colombia 

Many active Cataract and ROP programmes. 
Held CEH Planning course in March with MOH 
authorities as well as an ROP course in 
February. CEH Course for government 
institutions took place in the third trimester 2008 

7 Costa Rica 
Cataract, ROP and Refractive Errors. Hosted 
the Central American ROP Congress  2008 

8 Cuba Strong cataract surgical programmes, advances 2008 

  

in Diabetic Retinopathy, LV and ROP. Helps 
training Human resources for various Caribbean 
nations  

9 Dominican Large cataract surgical programmes, ROP 2008 
 Republic council has begun activities, Low Vision clinics,  
  Government will start paying for cataract  

  

surgeries as of June 2007. Will commence 
RAAB study in September. ROP Course held in 
July. Priority Country report completed. RAAB 
study conducted in the third quarter  

10 Ecuador Long standing with wide coverage ROP 2008 
  programmes, Many surgical campaigns  
  sponsored by the prevention of blindness  
  society. $US 200,000 allocated to cataract  
  surgeries in 2008 by MoH.  
  CBM Low Vision Advisors meeting. 02/08 
11 El Salvador Cataract surgical programmes and outreach as 2008 

  
well as spectacle dispensing. Formed VISION 
2020 Committee in June  

12 Guatemala Many cataract surgical programmes and 2008 
  refractive errors services, V2020 Committee has  
  reunited and good conversations with the  

  
government established but not much activity 
developed. Priority country report completed.  

13 Honduras Cataract surgical campaigns and programmes, 2008 
  currently developing the National PBL Plan.  
14 Mexico National cataract surgery training centre  

  established helping further develop cataract  
  surgery programmes and campaigns in 14 2008 
  states of the country  

15 Nicaragua 
A meeting to reignite the VISION 2020 
Committee will be held in late July 2008 

  plan during WSD 2006 celebrations.  
16 Panama Have participated with Four articles for the 2008 

  
V2020 LA quarterly bulletin. Initial conversations 
to form the VISION 2020 Committee started.  



17 Paraguay Many surgical campaigns and regular 2008 
  programmes, CEH curricula in one residency  
  training programme, ROP screening and  
  treatment programmes.  

  
Will hold First South American Ophthalmology 
residents meeting in October  

  

Held a Fundraising Course in March in 
conjunction with CBM and the local partner, 
Fundacion Vision  

  III CEH Management Program in November  

  

VISION 2020 PBL Plan officially relaunched and 
financed by the Government in December. 
Held the First ever Ophthalmology Residents 
Meeting of South America (EROCS) with PBL 
concepts taught by Serge Resnikoff, Colin 
Cook, Miriam Cano, Fernando Barria, Francisco 
Contreras, Rainald Duerksen and van Lansingh  

18 Peru Many surgical campaigns and regular 2008 
  programmes established.   
  Improvement in ROP screening in Lima, and  
  some major cities, and developed national  

  

Guidelines. A well established outreach program 
for refractive errors in children and adults is 
functioning  

  Priority Country report completed  

19 
United 
States Strong support to developing countries. 2008 

20 Uruguay 
CEH classes being held in the residency 
training program. 2008 

  
A National referral hospital established late last 
year  

21 Venezuela Many ongoing cataract surgical programmes, 2008 
  including those operating overseas. Two very  
  good ROP programmes.  
 
Note:  GA8 and WSD activities have been reported in a separate form earlier this 

year. 

 
6) Please provide a summary of the work in the prio rity areas in your 

region, with regard to HRD & Training, Disease Cont rol, and 
Infrastructure development and appropriate technolo gy.  

 
 
 
HRD and Training status 
 
Three CEH courses took place during the second semester of the year, 
including the one for residencies in Brazil. *Please see annexes* 



 
Active participation of various technical subcommittee members as well as of 
Dr. Rainald Duerksen and Van Lansingh in the WOC held in Hong Kong in 
June 2008. Currently Van Lansingh is working with Miriam Cano, Daksha 
Patel and Rainald Duerksen to develop the CEH curricula and reading list as 
well as basis Power presentations to be made available via the ICO website. 
Additionally Van Lansingh has been appointed to the ICO Refractive Errors 
task force and as a member of the editorial board of the Official Journal of the 
Argentine Council of Ophthalmology (CAO). 
 
Van Lansingh conducted a project visit on behalf of SSI to Belize and 
represented Mrs. Pat Ferguson in the annual CCB meeting. 
 
During the reporting period, the following article or guidelines were 
also published: 
 
The priority country reports for Peru, Guatemala and the Dominican 
Republic have been completed and are available on request in 
Spanish by writing to vlansingh@v2020la.org 
 
The Latin-American Guidelines for VISION 2020 Advocacy have 
been completed and are also available in Spanish or English by 
writing to vlansingh@v2020la.org 
 
The August and December VISION 2020 LA quarterly bulletins are available 
online in three languages by clicking 
http://www.v2020la.org/bulletin/esp/docs/boletin_13/index.html 
 
 
The July and December edition of the CEHJ in Spanish are available by 
clicking  www.revistasaludocular.org 
 
Limburg, H, Barria-VB, F, Gomez, P, Silva, JCS, Foster, A. Review of recent 
surveys on blindness and visual impairment in Latin America. First seen on line 
Br. J. Ophthalmol 2008 
 
Three papers have been accepted in peer reviewed journals, as soon as the 
details are available they will be provided. 
 
 
Disease Control 
 
Appropriate Technologies 
 
Others 
 



7) Please summarize activities taken up towards res ource 
mobilization in your region.  

 
 

ALCON has generously agreed to support the Paraguay CEH 
Management course and will also support the CEHJ in Spanish 
starting in 2008 *Also supported by the FHF, ORBIS and CBM 

 
ALLERGAN generously sponsored the printing and distribution of the 
ROP Latin American Guidelines. 
 
OEU Continues to generously support the VISION 2020 LA Regional 
office. 

 
 

8) List the Vision Rehabilitation and blindness pro grammes 
active in your region under VISION 2020; please als o list 
programme launches.  

 
Note: Those listed here are the ones sponsored by CBM which were 
provided as a courtesy by both regional offices as well as some from 
ORBIS, but do not reflect those sponsored by other International NGOs 
or local agencies, a comprehensive list has been requested to all the 
NGOs. 

 

 
Partner  Country  Location  
Belize Council for the Visually Impaired BCVI Belize Belize-City 
ASEMBIS - Asoc. de Servicios Médicos Para   
El Bien Social Costa Rica San Jose 
Patronato Nac. De Ciegos, Inc. Centro De   
Rehab. para Ciegos Dominican Republic Santo Domingo 
Centro Cristiano de Servicios Médicos,   
Hospital Dr.E.Santana Dominican Republic Santo Domingo 
Comité Evangélico Salvadereno de Ayuda y   
Desarrollo - CESAD El Salvador San Salvador 
Programa Nacional de Salud Visual (FUDEM) El Salvador San Salvador 
PBL Program AGAPE El Salvador Sonsonate 
PBL Program El Peten Guatemala San Benito 

  Ciudad de 
Blindness Prevention in Western Guatemala Guatemala Guatemala 
Grace Childrens Hospital Haiti Port-au-Prince 
Petit Goave Eye Clinic Haiti Petit Goave 
Hopital Universite d'Etat d'Haiti (HUEH) Haiti Port-au-Prince 

  Gebeau - 
Eye Health Services Jeremie Haiti Jeremie 
Club de Leones'La Fraternidad' Clinica de   
Oftalmologia Honduras San Pedro Sula 
Centro Cristiano De Servicios Médicos Honduras El Progreso 



Clinica Oftalmologica Vida Abundante Honduras Tegucigalpa 
Hospital 'LA CARLOTA' Clinica de   
Oftalmología Mexico Montemorelos 
Asociación Centro de Rehabilitación para   
Ciegos - ACREC Mexico Cuernavaca 
Salud Ocular Ciudad Juarez Mexico Ciudad Juarez 
Vision 2000 Mexico Manzanillo 
Eye Care Service Oaxaca Mexico Tlacolula 
Luz y Vida Chilapa Mexico Chilapa 
Prevention of Blindness Project Tabasco Mexico Cunduacan 
Clinica Hospital del Pueblo Anna Seethaler,  San Martín 
A.C. Mexico Mexicapan 
PBL Baja California Mexico Ensenada 
Clínica de Ojos - Jinotega Nicaragua Jinotega 

 
 
Country  City  Director  Ophthalmologist  

Argentina Tartagal Claudia Lungu 
Dr. Juan Carlos 
Gutierrez 

  Dr. Carlos  
Argentina Córdoba Carranza Dr. Carlos Carranza 
  Dr. Jorge  
Argentina Castelli Kleisinger Dr. Jorge Kleisinger 
Argentina La Plata Dra. Marta Galán Dra. Marta Galán 

Argentina Córdoba Dr. Julio Urrets Dr. Julio Urrets 
 Bs. Aires, La María Eugenia  
Argentina Rioja Nano  

Bolivia Santa Cruz Milton Salvatierra Dr. José Justiniano 
Bolivia El Alto Yascara Murguia Dr. Rogelio  Patti 
Bolivia Santa Cruz Thomas Dietze Dr. Orlando Torricos 
  Dra. Carmen  
Bolivia Cochabamba Camargo Dr. Edgar Barrionuevo 
  Dr. Gustavo  
Bolivia Tarija Aguirre P. Dr. Gustavo Aguirre U. 

   
Dr. Pinheiro, Dr. Ronald 
& 

   Nely Carvalho, Dra. 
Brazil Santarem Janette Ryan Saldanha, Dr Ribeiro 
  Dr. Gloria  
Brazil Mananhão Vasconcelos Dr. Gloria Vasconcelos 
Brazil Recife Dr. Liana Ventura  
  Manfred  
  GoebelMaria  
  Conceição da  
Brazil Cuiaba Encarnação  

Chile Concepción Norfa Frez Dr. Raúl González 



  Dr. Juan José  

Colombia Bucaramanga 
Rey; Isabel 
Ardila  

 Cali ,   
Colombia Buenaventura Doris de Botero  
  Dr. Mauricio de  
Colombia Popayán Rosa Ballén  
Colombia Pasto Lic. Viviana Díaz  
  Martha Elena  
Colombia Medellín Betancur Dra. Claudia Durán 

Ecuador Portoviejo Yolanda de Avila  
Ecuador Guayaquil Dr. Eddie Icaza Dr. Eddie Icaza 
  Dr. Felipe  
Ecuador Yaruquí Chiriboga Dr. Felipe Chiriboga 

Ecuador La Libertad 
Dr. Julio 
Centeno Dr. Cloro Villamar 

Ecuador Loja 
Dr. Carlos 
Aguirre Dr. Carlos Aguirre 

   Dra. Ma del Carmen 
  Dra. Ma del Almeida Dr. Alfonso 
Ecuador Quito Carmen Almeida Almeida 

Ecuador Guayaquil 
Dr. Eduardo 
Viteri Dr. Eduardo Viteri 

Ecuador Cuenca Raúl Bonifaz Dr. René Cabrera 

Ecuador Milagro Dr. Robin Ríos Dr. Robin Ríos 
  Dr. Rainald  
Paraguay Asunción Duerksen Dr. Rainald Duerksen 

Paraguay Asunción 
Dra. Miriam 
Cano  

   
Dr. Frilo Silva, Dra. 
Silvia 

Peru Cusco Dr. Frilo Silva Mendoza 
  Dr. Giovanni  
Peru Arequipa Salas Dr. Giovanni Salas 

  Dr. Johannes  
Peru Abancay Kohler Dr. Johannes Kohler 

Peru Trujillo 
Dr. Artemio 
Burga Dr. Artemio Burga 

Peru Piura Dr. Luis Pongo Dr. Luis Pongo 

Peru Lima Dra. Luz Gordillo Dra. Luz Gordillo 
  Dra. Maruja  
Peru Iquitos Limachi Dra. Maruja Limachi 
   Dr. Donald Mejía, Dr. 
Peru Chachapoyas Dr. José Cajo Francisco Ramos 

Peru Lima 
Dr. Miguel 
Asmat Dr. Miguel Asmat 



Peru Chiclayo Dr. Carlos Labrín Dr. Carlos Labrín 
  Dra. Cecilia  
Peru Ica Castillo Dra. Cecilia Castillo 
Peru Trujillo Merly González Merly González Saravia 
  Saravia  
  Dr. Francisco Dr. Francisco Belisario; 
Venezuela Caracas Belisario Dra. Magally Hernández 

Country City Program E-mail 
   rmasociana@arnet.com.ar 
   asocianatartagal@arnet.com.ar 
Argentina Tartagal Cataract gutierrezdaruich@arnet.com.ar 
Argentina Córdoba Cataract sec.ver@powernet.net.ar 
Argentina Castelli Cataract jorgekle@yahoo.com.ar 
Argentina La Plata ROP digio@way.com.ar 

Argentina Córdoba ROP jauz@arnet.com.ar 
 Bs. Aires, La   

Argentina Rioja 
Cataract & 
ROP menano@clinano.com.ar 

   aprecia@cotas.com.bo; 
Bolivia Santa Cruz Cataract josevjt@cotas.com.bo 
Bolivia El Alto Cataract cmak@kolpingbolivia.net 
Bolivia Santa Cruz Cataract direccion@fcmakolping.org.bo 
   hpacus@supernet.com.bo 
Bolivia Cochabamba Cataract edgarbarrionuevo@hotmail.com 

Bolivia Tarija Cataract clinojos@cosett.com.bo 

Brazil Santarem Cataract brazilnut@netsan.com.br 
Brazil Mananhão Cataract glvasconcelos@bol.com.br 
  ROP & Low  

Brazil Recife Vision 
projetos@fundacaoaltinoventura.org.
br 

   dahwmt@terra.com.br; 
Brazil Cuiaba Cataract dgcermac@ses.mt.gov.br 

  
Cataract & 
Low  

Chile Concepción vision direccion@coalivi.cl 

   saludpublica@foscal.com.co 
Colombia Bucaramanga Cataract isardila@hotmail.com 
 Cali ,   
Colombia Buenaventura Cataract instituto@telesat.com.co 

Colombia Popayán Cataract asoprevisual@emtel.net.co 



Colombia Pasto Cataract fundonarino@telecom.com.co 
   martha.betancur@upb.edu.co 
Colombia Medellín Low Vision gomezduran@hotmail.com 

   fundacion_olm@yahoo.com 
Ecuador Portoviejo Cataract sauzaler@ecua.net.ec 
Ecuador Guayaquil Cataract funcrisa@telconet.net 
Ecuador Yaruquí Cataract fechifov@interactive.net.ec 
Ecuador La Libertad Cataract clinicavc@yahoo.com 
Ecuador Loja Cataract caguirre70@hotmail.com 

Ecuador Quito Cataract/ ROP foraf@interactive.net.ec 
Ecuador Guayaquil Cataract eviteri@ecuadorlaser.com 
   raul_bonifaz@yahoo.com.mx 
Ecuador Cuenca Cataract repacasa@etapa.com.ec 
  Cataract, Low  
Ecuador Milagro Vision mmi_ecu@telconet.net 

   rd@conexión.com.py 
Paraguay Asunción Cataract, ROP rainaldd@telesurf.com.py 
  Cataract, Low conavip2020@yahoo.com 
Paraguay Asunción Vision mrcano@uninet.com.py 
  Cataract, Low frilo1sg@yahoo.com ; 
Peru Cusco Vision dr.silviamendoza@latinmail.com 
Peru Arequipa Cataract gsfundar@viabcp.com 

   pedrjo@web.de ; 
Peru Abancay Cataract obispadoabancay@speedy.com.pe 
Peru Trujillo Cataract cecom.cbm@gmail.com 
   cimaso27@hotmail.com ; 
Peru Piura Cataract luispongo@hotmail.com 
  ROP,  
  Congenital  
Peru Lima Cataract prevista@terra.com.pe 
Peru Iquitos Cataract asprece@yahoo.es 

Peru Chachapoyas Cataract direccion_hrvfch@yahoo.es 

   
asoc.divinoninojesus@terra.com.p
e 

Peru Lima Cataract miguelasmat@speedy.com.pe 
   provisionperu@gmail.com ; 
Peru Chiclayo Cataract escuzajorge@gmail.com 
Peru Ica Cataract gretita_05@yahoo.es 
Peru Trujillo  merlygonzalez2@hotmail.com 

   ipopular@cantv.net ; 
Venezuela Caracas Cataract, ROP magallybelisario@gmail.com 
 
 

 



 

 

 
9) What are the various advocacy measures implement ed in your 

region to spread awareness on VISION 2020’s priorit y areas. 
Indicate concrete future plans, if any.  

 
Special Number of the CEHJ in Spanish:    
http://www.revistasaludocular.org/  
 
Regular edition of the December 2008 CEHJ in Spanis h: 

 
 

S. 
  Date   

Country  Programme  /Proposed  
  

No. 
  

  
date of  

  
     
   Launch 

1 Argentina  Ongoing meetings with the MOH and  
  National Society of Ophthalmology, so  
  that CEH concepts are included in  
  annual residents meeting, bi-monthly  
  official publication of the National  
  Council of Ophthalmology features a  
  paper related to CEH and one  
  programme.  

  Low Vision Curriculum for 07/08 
  Ophthalmologists Forum.  

  Latin American ROP Workshop. 09/08 

  III Iberoamerican VISION 2020 08/08 
  Congress.  

  I Argentinean Public Health 08/08 
  Ophthalmology Meeting.  

  IAPB GA8. 08/08 

  LARWG annual meeting. 08/08 

  II Latin American National VISION 2020 08/08 
  Committees meeting.  

2 Bolivia CEH course 05/08 

  SICS Course 10/08 
3 Brazil CEH courses for residency training Second 

  programmes (2) semester  08 



  National ROP Workshop 11/08 
4 Canada   
5 Chile   

    
6 Colombia National ROP Workshop 02/08 

  Committee conveened once again to 04/08 
  further develop NPBL Plan  

  CEH Course 04/08 

  RAAB Study in Barranquilla 08/08 
7 Costa Rica Regular monthly meetings of the 08 

  VISION 2020 committee to promote  
  coordination between agencies and the  
  government in order to establish a  
  National PBL Plan.  

  CEH Course 10/08 

  National ROP Workshop Second 
   semester 

  LV Training course for optometrists Second 
   semester 
8 Cuba   
9 Dominican Will conduct a RAAB early 2008 04/08 

 Republic   
  National ROP Workshop Second 
   semester 
10 Ecuador Will conduct RAAB study later in the Second 

  year semester 08 

  SICS Course Second 
   semester 
11 El Salvador Establish National PBL Committee 06/08 
12 Guatemala Relaunching on V2020 Committee 10/08 

  during WSD  

  Follow up visit as a Priority Country 02/08 
  along with participation the IEF and  
  Visualiza Sponsored Course  

  Low Vision Workshop for Central 05/08 
  America  

  WHO Regional LV Training Course 11/08 

  Field Workers primary Eye Care Course Second 
   semester 



13 Honduras Presentation of PBL plan during WSD 10/08 

  CEH Course 10/08 
14 Mexico CEH Course took place in Oaxaca and 10/08 

  RAAB results made available. 08 

  Ongoing ROP in various districts  
    
15 Nicaragua Workshop with PAHO to update NPBL 08 

  Plan  

  Appropriate Technology CEH course Second 
   semester 
  16 Panama Establish National PBL Committee 08 

17 Peru   
    
    

  Follow up RAAB study in the Piura and Second 
  Tumbes Region semester 
   2009 

18 Paraguay Regular ongoing meetings with the 08 
  Government authorities to launch a  
  campaign of 1000 extra cataract  
  surgeries performed by CONAVIP  
  members.  

  
Cost of blindness and low vision study to 
start 06/08 

  CEH Management course 11/08 

  Quality assurance and Second 
  Procurement/repair of equipment semester 
  workshops  

19 United States   
20 Uruguay Workshop meetings of the LARWG 03/08 

  during the Regional PAAO meeting  
21 Venezuela   

 
Attachments: 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the VISION 2020 LA LARWG,  
held on August 24, 2008 in the Buenos Aires Room of  the 

Hotel Panamericano, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 
Participants:  
 

1. Dr. Fernando Barría, Co-president of the Advocacy Technical Subcommittee 
for VISION 2020 Latin America. 



2. Dr. Carlos Arieta, President of the VISION 2020 LA Cataract Subcommittee, 
Brazil. 

3. Dr. Fernando Barría, Co-president of the Advocacy Technical Subcommittee 
for VISION 2020 Latin America. 

4. Dr. Juan Batlle, IAPB LA Co-chair, Dominican Republic 
5. Dr. Francisco Belisario, Instituto Popular para los Ojos, Venezuela 
6. Dr. Miriam Cano, Head of the Department of Ophthalmology, Central Hospital 

of the Instituto de Prevision Social (IPS); President, National VISION 2020 
Committee in Paraguay 

7. Dr. Felipe Chiriboga, Fundacion Oftalmologica del Valle, Ecuador  
8. Dr. Francisco Contreras, President of the Prevention of Blindness Committee 

of the APO, Peru. 
9. Dr. Rainald Duerksen, Chair of IAPB LA and Fundación Visión, Paraguay 
10. Dr. Abraham Delgado, President of the VISION 2020 Committee of Nicaragua 
11. Ms. Kristen Eckert, Lions Club International Foundation Director for Latin 

America. 
12. Dr. Pedro Gomez, Director of the Instituto de la Vision 
13. Stefan Hancvencl, Programme Officer, Light for the World, Austria 
14. Dr. Magally Hernández de Belisario – Instituto Popular para los Ojos (national 

public eye institute), Venezuela 
15. Prof. Newton Kara José, Co-president, IAPB LA and President, Refractive 

Error Subcommittee, VISION 2020 LA, Brazil 
16. Dr. Jorge Kleisinger, President of the “Vision Solidaria” program, Argentina 
17. Dr. Van Lansingh, Regional Coordinator, VISION 2020 LA, Argentina 
18. Dr. Martin Larrea, member, Blindness Prevention Committee of the 

Uruguayan Society of Ophthalmology. 
19. Marion Martens, VISION 2020 Latin America office 
20. Dr. Francisco Martinez Castro, President of the Technical Subcommittee on 

Diabetic Retinopathy and the Quarterly Bulletin, VISION 2020 Latin America 
21. Dr. Joaquín Martínez, President of the ophthalmology association of Costa 

Rica and member of Costa Rica’s V2020 Committee.. 
22. Dr. Joan McLeod, ORBIS International, USA 
23. Dr. Luz Marina Melo, Executive Director, ASOPREC, Colombia 
24. Dr. Enrique Montjoy, President of the Technical Subcommittee on Refractive 

Error of VISION 2020 Latin America 
25. Dr. Jose Maria Mugica, Medical Director of the Hugo D. Nano Foundation, 

Argentina. 
26. Dr. Celia Nakanami, UNIFESP, Brazil, representing Dr. Silvia Veitzman, 

President of the VISION 2020 LA Low Vision Technical Subcommittee. 
27. Dr. Hugo Nano, Director of the Hugo D. Nano Foundation and Co-chair of the 

IAPB-LA. 
28. Ms. Maria E. Nano, President of the Monitoring Subcommittee for VISION 

2020 LA, Argentina 
29. Philippe Narval, Program Officer, Light for the World, Austria 
30. Dr. Martin Ruppenthal, CBM LARO, Ecuador 
31. Dr. Juan Carlos Silva, Regional Eye-Health Consultant to PAHO, Colombia 
32. Dr. Andrea Zin, President of the Childhood Blindness Subcommittee of 

VISION 2020 LA, Brazil 
33. Dr. Jorge Velazco, VISION 2020 Committee  of Peru 



34. Architect Juan Francisco Yee of the Visualiza Clinic and VISION 2020 
Committee of Guatemala. 

35. Dr. Mariano Yee, of the Visualiza Clinic and V2020 Committee of Guatemala, 
and Co-chair of the Social Entrepreneur Technical Subcommittee of VISION 
2020 LA 

 
Guests:  
 

36. Dr. Betty Campos, National Institute of Ophthalmology (INO), Peru 
37. Dr. Amelia Cerrate, INO, Peru 
38. Dr. Victor Dulanto, INO, Peru 
39. Ms. Carolina García, BA, Dominican Republic 
40. Dr. Patricio Meza, former president of the Chilean Society of Ophthalmology 
41. Nelson Rivera, OD, Regional Coordinator of the International Centre for 

Eyecare Education (ICEE)  for Latin America, USA 
42. Dr. Rodriguez, Colombia 
43. Dr. Antonio Vera, Colombia 
44. Ms. Natalia Zarate, Argentina 
 

Excused:  
 

1. Dr. Doris Alvarado, VISION 2020 of Honduras 
2. Dr. Everardo Barojas, Co-chair of IAPB LA, Mexico 
3. Dr. Harry Brown, SEE International, USA. 
4. Dr. Ray Brown, President of Vision Paraguay, England. 
5. Dr. Homero Demicheli, Vision 2020 Committee of Uruguay 
6. Dr. Marco de la Fuente, Director of the Department of Ophthalmology of the 

Manuel Gea Gonzalez Hospital and Co-president of the Technical 
Subcommittee on Childhood Blindness for VISION 2020 Latin America. 

7. Dr. Virgilio Galvis, Co-chair of IAPB LA, Colombia 
8. Dr. Jesus Jimenez, President of the Technical Subcommittee on Glaucoma of 

VISION 2020 LA, Colombia. 
9. Dr. Lourdes Medina, Co-president of the Technical Subcommittee on Low 

Vision of VISION 2020 Latin America. 
10. Dr. Marcelino Rio, VISION 2020 Committee of Cuba 
11. Dr. Juan Carlos Rueda, President of the Technical Subcommittee on 

Glaucoma of VISION 2020 LA, Colombia. 
12. Dr. Karen Seidman, Lighthouse International, USA 
13. Dr. Silvia Veitzman, President of the Technical Subcommittee on Low Vision 

for VISION 2020 LA, Brazil. 
 

Opening: Dr. Rainald Duerksen welcomed all participants and guests at 8:20 AM. 
 
Order of the Day:  

 
1) Approval of the Minutes of the 11th Meeting of t he VISION 2020 LA 
LARWG held in Punta del Este, Uruguay on March 6, 2 008. 
The minutes were accepted by those present as a faithful reproduction of the 
conduct of the meeting. The motion was proposed by Dr. Juan Batlle, and 
seconded by Dr. Fernando Barría.  



 
2) Letters Requesting Membership in VISION 2020 Lat in America  
The letters, from the International Eye Foundation (IEF) , in the United States, 
Visualiza , of Guatemala, the Fundación para el Desarrollo de la Mujer  
(foundation for the development of women, or FUDEM), in El Salvador, and the 
Casey Eye Institute  of the United States. Those present who were familiar with 
the work of those institutions explained the merits of their requests, and all 
present voted unanimously to accept them as members. We are happy to 
welcome them. 
 
3) Presentation of technical subcommittee action pl ans and activities 

reports for 2008.   
The presentations of the cataract, diabetic retinopathy, monitoring, low vision, 
childhood blindness, advocacy, and social enterprise subcommittees were 
presented, with the sections that should be integrated into the regional business 
plan being noted. 
 
4) Membership in VISION 2020 LA  
Dr. Juan Batlle  presented a proposal to consider other groups or persons that 
are not physicians, NGOs, or related businesses as “associate members”. The 
proposal also foresee  the possibility of individual memberships and that 
applications be tabulated at one meeting for the purpose of being discussed and 
voted on in a later meeting. That will give the member of the LARWG time to 
consult with the VISION 2020 committee and other members from the country in 
question to verify the merits of the application. In the 2009 meeting Dr. Battle 
will explain the criteria  of inclusion or exclusion for continued membership and 
the related bylaws and costs. This is very important because the document will 
also describe the functions to be carried out by the presidents of the technical 
subcommittees, as well as how to decide on members of the steering committee 
from among the LARWG members, designate new posts, etc.  It is therefore 
requested that all persons currently occupying executive posts not ify Dr. 
Lansingh as soon as possible to inform him whether they wish to continue 
in those posts .  
 
5) Excel tool for calculating the prevalence of bli ndness and required 
Cataract Surgery Rate  
The program was developed by Dr. Fernando Y. Peña of Fundación Visión and 
has been judged a simple and very useful tool by the various subcommittees. A 
technical problem occurred during the presentation, and so Dr. Van Lansingh 
will forward a copy to all participants with the minutes of the meeting.  
 
6)  VISION 2020 Ambassadors  
In the 2007 Cancun meeting, a draft of the selection criteria proposed by WHO 
was presented. Appropriate candidates to assist the task of the advocacy effort 
and improve the visibility of VISION 2020 in our region will be sought ought by 
the committee of each country and their technical subcommittees.  Dr. Luz 
Marina Melo advised us that unfortunately it has no t yet been possible to 
obtain a commitment from Mr. Carlos Vives , a well known Colombian singer 
and songwriter.  Dr. Duerksen has ensured the participation of Mr. Jorge 
Castro,  a well known Paraguayan Tenor, while Ms. Maria Eugenia Nano has 



confirmed the participation of her sister, Adriana,  a Tango singer twice 
nominated for a Grammy Award. It is requested that everyone redouble their 
efforts to obtain more commitments from cultural fi gures with an 
international reputation.  
 
7) Presentation of the Draft Guide for Cataract.  
Dr. Luz Marina Melo  presented the draft of a Guide to Cataract, which follows a 
format similar to that of the guide to ROP for Latin America, and which will be 
presented at a later meeting. The final document will be circulated by Dr. 
Carlos Arieta in December . 
 
8) Presentation of the schedule of activities and c ourses for the remainder 
of 2008. 
The schedule was presented by Dr. Van Lansingh, with no amendment being 
offered by any participant. 
 
9) Selection of new regional and international offi cers of the IAPB.   
Mr. Christian Garms  is the new Chair of the IAPB;  Professor Hugh R. Taylor  
the new Vice-Chair;  Mr. Larry Hansen  serves as the new Executive Director , 
and Mr. Peter Ackland  is the new Director of Programmes. Dr. Rainald 
Duerksen continues as Regional Chair for Latin Amer ica.  We wish them all 
the warmest welcome and congratulations, and are pleased to express our 
sincere desire to work with them to achieve the goals and objectives of VISION 
2020.  
 
10) Formation of the new Technical Subcommittee on Social Enterprise   
Dr. Mariano Yee of the NGO Visualiza in Guatemala is the leader of this new 
undertaking. He will be charge, in cooperation with the IEF and new members of 
the LARWG with broad experience in the field, of finding ways to obtain better 
financing, promotion, and identification of NGOs in the field that promote the 
concepts of sustainability and solidarity. 
 
11) Summary of Epidemiological Data on Eye Disease  
Dr. Lansingh explained that the intention is to publish a summary of the data 
reported during the last five years, even when these are not from peer-reviewed 
journals, in order to have a baseline for country-by-country analysis with which to 
monitor any possible progress or to define areas for future research. The 
summary is being created by 3d-year residents from the Hugo D. Nano 
Ophthalmology Foundation under the supervision of Ms. Nano and Dr. Lansingh. 
Some have already forwarded a list of publications.  Those who have not are 
asked to do so before 30 October 2008. 
 
12) World Sight Day 2008  
Ms. Abi Smith, IAPB Communications Manager gave a very interesting 
presentation that is available in English and Spanish. Interested parties should 
send a request in writing to Dr. Van Lansingh. In her presentation she explained 
the purpose and objectives of World Sight Day as well as explaining the 
suggestions and the theme for this year, "Eyes on the Future", which will be held 
on Thursday 9 October. For further information, please see: 
http://www.v2020.org/page.asp?section=0001000100070 011 



Dr. Juan Carlos Silva of PAHO will also carry out t he needed advocacy to 
make sure that from now on, the day will be officia lly observed in the 
calendar of this important partner of ours. 
 
13) PowerPoint presentation on the importance of ob esity  
An interesting presentation highlighting the relationship between the metabolic 
syndrome and its consequences for our eyes. It was prepared by Dr. Francisco 
Martinez Castro, and is available in Spanish upon written request made to Dr. 
Van Lansingh. 
 
14) Special IAPB Pre-Assembly Edition of the Spanis h-language Edition of 
the Community Eye Health Journal and Quarterly Bull etin of VISION 2020 
Latin America  
We believe that it will be of great interest to many to read of the happy 
experiences of doing advocacy in the region, the magnitude of refractive error, 
what NGOs are doing, and news of useful resources, among other things. Just 
click here:  http://www.revistasaludocular.org/   and here  
http://www.v2020la.org/bulletin/esp/docs/boletin_13 /index.html  
 
15) Presentation by the Lions Club  
The presentation was made by Ms. Kristen Eckert, Lions Program Coordinator for 
Latin America.  All present expressed their pleasure at the renewed interest and 
activism of the Lions Clubs in blindness prevention activities in the region. An 
example of this is their cooperation with Fundación Visión in establishing a 
community eye-health center for training medical professionals in the region. 
 
16) Report on Priority Countries  
As has been previously reported, the priority countries in the region are 
Guatemala, Peru, and the Dominican Republic. A very comprehensive report on 
the three countries has been prepared, and was presented by Dr. Miriam Cano. It 
is available in both Spanish and English. If you would like a copy of the summary 
or the complete report, please request it in writing from Dr. Van Lansingh. 
 
17) Presentation of Reports on the Achievements and  Plans of the National 
Vision 2020 Committees of Latin America.  
Each country represented gave a presentation on these topics that was very 
interesting and which resulted in allowing the exchange of experiences and 
suggestions among all those present. If you would like a copy of the PowerPoint 
presentation for a particular country, please request it in writing from Dr. Van 
Lansingh. 

18) Upcoming meeting of the LARWG  

Dr. Lansingh will be in touch to advise LARWG membe rs of the schedule.  
The meeting is normally held in conjunction with one of the larger medical 
conferences, but as there is no World  Ophthalmology Congress scheduled for 
next year, and the PAAO Conference will be held near the end of October 2009, 
jointly with that of the American Academy of Ophthalmology, in San Francisco. 
Suggestions are welcome!  

 
With no other business to be concluded, the session  was ended at 8:30 PM. 
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II Latin American ROP Workshop Mar del Plata Argent ina September 15 -17 2008 

List of participants    

Ophthalmologists Country email 
South America   
Julio Manzitti Argentina juliomanzitti@hotmail.com 
Marta Galan Argentina digio@way.com.ar  
Gustavo Aguirre Urquizu Bolivia clinojos@cosett.com.bo  
Alexia Romanelli Bolivia ��	����,��!��&����

Joao Borges Fortes Brazil jbfortes@cursohbo.com.br 
Juan Pablo Lopez Chile jpablolopezg@hotmail.com 

jpablolopez@123.cl 

Claudia Zuluaga  Colombia czuluaga@imbanaco.com.co 
Luz Gordillo Peru prevista@terra.com.pe 
Leonora Martinotti Uruguay leonoram@adinet.com.uy 
Edwin Martinez Venezuela 	�#����� ��	)-�,�����&����

Maria Alejandra Rodriguez Venezuela mljndra21@gmail.com 

Central America and Caribbean   
Juan L. Ubiera Dominican Republic juanl.ubiera@codetel.net.do 
Finella dell Arciprete de Rottmann El Salvador finellarottmann@yahoo.com  
Maria Eugenia Sanchez de Oliva Guatemala olivaeu@hotmail.com 
Luis Porfirio Orozco Gomez Mexico luisporozco@prodigy.net.mx 
Rommel A. Izaguirre Nicaragua drolhorommar@mnmail.com 

Neonatologists   
South America   
Alicia Benitez Argentina ambenitez@intramed.net 
Celia Lomutro Argentina clomuto@ucmisalud.gov.ar 
Ernesto Alda Argentina eralda@criba.edu.ar 

Luis Ahumada Argentina luisahumada@gmail.com 
Teresa Sepulveda Argentina atsal@fibertel.com.ar 
María Inés Martinini Argentina mimartinini@hotmail.com 
Lidia Galina Argentina lgalina@intramed.net.ar 
Juan Manuel Jijena Duran Bolivia clinojos@cosett.com.bo  
Shirley Yolanda Cuenca Rocabado Bolivia shirdoc@hotmail.com 

Clara Galviz Colombia gdclari@gmail.com 
Ana Maria Villanueva Peru �	��%�����
	%�,��!��&����

Aura Mayela Illas de Gonzalez Venezuela am23ilas@hotmail.com 

Ingrid Rangel Venezuela rangel.ingrid@gmail.com 
Neonatologists   



Central America and Caribbean   
Carlos Roberto Martinez Lopez El Salvador carlosmartinez@navegante.com.su 

Marco Rivera Meza Nicaragua dr.marco.rivera@gmail.com 

Tania Corpeno Olivas Nicaragua tanieli6@yahoo.com.mx 

Nurses   
South America   
Norma Erpen Argentina nornier@msn.com  
Maria Claudia Rearte Argentina mariaclaurearte@hotmail.com 

 Aida Luz Ramirez Segovia Ramirez Bolivia clinojos@cosett.com.bo  
Cristina Tolaba Jurado  Bolivia clinojos@cosett.com.bo  
Lourdes Tatiana Torres Bolivia clinojos@cosett.com.bo  
Cecilia Reyes Acuña Chile creyes@minsal.cl 

Margareth Dutra Brazil enfemar@ig.com.br 

Irama Lopez  Venezuela iramaaguilargalarraga@hotmail.com 
Central America and Caribbean   
Jovita Placencia, Mexico Mexico majovita@todito.com 
Facilitators   
Augusto Sola USA augustosolaneo@gmail.com 
Ana Quiroga Argentina ana.quiroga@rec.austral.edu.ar 
Clare Gilbert UK Clare.Gilbert@lshtm.ac.uk 
Graham Quinn USA quinn@email.chop.edu 
Marco A. de la Fuente Torres Mexico marcodelafuente@hotmail.com 
Andrea Zin Brazil andrea_zin@yahoo.com.br 
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Cristina Caballero Fundacion Vision Paraguay managementcourse@gmail.com
Fernando Pena Fundacion Vision Colombia ojosalud@yahoo.com
Nydia Silva Fundacion Vision Colombia nydiasilva2005@yahoo.com
Van C. Lansingh IAPB Vision 2020 Argentina vlansingh@v2020la.org
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Sergio Velez, Dr Clinica Oftalmologica de Sucre Colombia savo484@hotmail.com
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Germano Leitao de Andrade, Dr Concilio Brasilero de Oft Brasil germanoandrade@hotmail.com
Otavio Siqueira Bisneto, Dr Concilio Brasilero de Oft Brasil otaviobisneto@hotmail.com
Gustavo Henrique Araujo Salomao, Dr Concilio Brasilero de Oft Brasil salomaooftalmo@yahoo.com.br
Maria Isabel Lynch Gaete Concilio Brasilero de Oft Brasil malynch@nlink.com.br
Fernando Gómez, Dr Pdte Soc Colombiana de Oft Colombia hfgomezgo@gmail.com
Gustavo Rodriguez, Adm. Adm y Asesor Medico Bolivia gusi76@hotmail.com
Amelia Salvatierra, Dra. Salubrista, oftalmologa Nicaragua ameliasalva@hotmail.com
Sirley Vidal, Dra Centro de Salud Ntra Sra Pompeya Beni, Bolivia sirley_vidal@yahoo.com
Manuel Perez Martinot, Dr Instituto de Ojos Sacro Cuore Lima, Perú mperezmart@iosacrocuore.com 
Mauricio Perez Martinot, Adm Instituto de Ojos Sacro Cuore Lima, Perú mperezmart@iosacrocuore.com 
Nelson Rivera, Adm International Center of Eye Educ EUA n.rivera@icee.org
Napoleón Candray, Dr Clinica Candray El Salvador ncandray@telesal.net
Edwin Arias, Dr Clinica Candray El Salvador edwin.arias@yahoo.com
Erika Oyola, Dra. Residencia Oftalmologica Nano Argentina erikaoyola@hotmail.com
Luis Emanuel Rodrigo, Dr La Rioja Argentina facu_ro@hotmail.com
Armando Munoz, Dr Leones Mexico Mexico drarmandomunoz@hotmail.com 
Victoria Moya, Enfermera Instituto Regional de Oft de Trujillo Trujillo, Peru freya_023@hotmail.com
Jeisson Castro, Dr Residencia Oft. Fundacion Vision Paraguay jeisson555@hotmail.com
Patricia Lopez, Dra Residencia Oft. Fundacion Vision Paraguay mabelti@hotmail.com
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Cesar Gonzalez CBM Peru cjdgt@hotmail.com
Fernando Pena Fundacion Vision Colombia ojosalud@yahoo.com
Nydia Silva Fundacion Vision Colombia nydiasilva2005@yahoo.com
Van C. Lansingh IAPB Vision 2020 Argentina vlansingh@v2020la.org
Fernando Barria Vision 2020 America Latina Chile fdobarria@vtr.net
Daniel Ciccone SER Group Internacional Paraguay dciccone@sergroupint.com
Jazmin Mendoza Jazmin Mendoza Consultora Paraguay jm@jm.com.py
Colin Cook CBM / Univ de Capetown Sudafrica colin.cook@uct.ac.za
Serge Resnikoff OMS Ginebra Suiza resnikoffs@who.int
Rainald Duerksen Fundacion Vision Paraguay rd@conexion.com.py
Raymond Brown Vision Paraguay Reino Unido raymond.brown12@btopenworld.com
Francisco Yee Visualiza Guatemala Guatema juan.yee@visualiza.org.gt
Francisco Contreras APO Peru fcontreras@oftalmologoscontreras.com
Dukantar Datta Aranvind India datta@aravind.org
Pablo Cibils Fundacion Vision Paraguay pablocibils@fundacion-vision.org.py
Miriam Cano Sociedad Pya de Oftalmologia Paraguay miriam.cano@gmail.com
Daniel Gugliotta DG Internacional Paraguay dgr@tigo.com.py
Hendrik Marais Fundacion Vision Paraguay hendrikmarais@fundacion-vision.org.py
Edgar Nunez Fundacion Vision Paraguay edgar_nunezbordon@hotmail.com �
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