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WORLD SIGHT DAY 2007 
 

REPORT FOR LATIN AMERICA 
 
 

ARGENTINA 
 
For the celebration of Word Sight Day, the 3rd “Marathon for Vision” took place in 
Castelli, Argentina, with more than 500 participants! It was organized by the “Vision 
Solidaria” Foundation. The event started on October 6th in the afternoon, with the 
participation of Pablo Fleita (please see picture below), who is 10 years old and blind. 
He delivered a speech to the audience, followed by various melodies he played on his 
accordeon. After that, his grandparents gave suggestions and advice to parents of 
children with low vision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Miguel Suarez initiated the “Marathon for Vision”, giving the necessary 
instructions on how to lead a blind person on the street. Half of the marathon 
participants had their eyes patched while the other half had to guide them. This was 
done in order to stimulate the solidarity towards visual impaired people. 
 
This event would not have been possible without the support given to “Fundacion 
Vision Solidaria” by the local Municipal authorities, the Government of the Chaco 
Province as well as the support of different commercial companies. It is also important 
to mention the presence of Poul Rotich, an athlete from Kenya. 
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World Sight Day continued to be celebrated with ophthalmic care in a rural area “El 
Destierro”, near Castelli on October 15th. This was organized at a school, called 
“E.G.B. N° 725”. The director, teachers, parents an d students were very motivated and 
decorated themselves the place with balloons and posters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parallel to ophthalmologic attention, an educative talk was given about visual health, 
primary visual attention and the projection of a video about the global VISION 2020 
program.�

 
 
Eighty eight patients were seen and 37 glasses were given. 
�
Another event was a campaign to measure ocular pressure, together with the 
Argentinean Council of Ophthalmology on October 26th. Educational talks and 
presentations were given at different schools in Castelli during all the month of 
October. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Screening at School “35”, Municipality of Pilar, Province of Buenos Aires 
 

 
 
A meeting of the national program “Ver” (to see), with the Minister of Health at the 
Ministry of Health of Argentina 
 

 
 
On the national Television, program “Contacto Solidario” (Solidary Contact) 
 

 



� �

The event of World Sight Day with its theme “VISION for Children” was mentioned on 
different days in October, before and on WSD, in all the important national 
newspapers. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The program “Preventable Blindness by Cataract” is conducted by the Regional 
Secretary of Public Health and the “Dr. Roux” Eye Clinic. The objective is to avoid 
those poor patients, without any social security, that have no possibility of treatment or 
surgery, becoming blind.  
 
About 35 surgeries, have already been financed. They are for patients from de 
“Jáchal”, “Iglesia” and “Valle Fértil” regions, will be performed within a few days. The 
patients have already been selected and brought to the Hospital by the  Department of 
Public Health. The remaining 30 patients will be operated in 2008. 
  
Intraocular lenses are donated by CBM. Foundation “Oftalmológica Hugo Nano” 
(FOHN) is responsible for the technical and visual support as well as for the “census” 
of each patient. The Roux Clinic brings the diagnostic equipment: (biometry, 
ultrasound and refractometer), whilst the surgical elements and medical personnel as 
well as other professionals like “anesthesiologists” and technicians. The company 
“Minera Barrick” will take care of making available the “consumable” for each patient. 

 
BOLIVIA 

 
To celebrate World Sight Day, ophthalmic exams, refractions as well as free of charge 
glasses were given to children, younger than 15 years, at the Hospital “San Andrés”, 
near the city of Tarija. This was possible thanks to an Agreement between the 
Ophthalmic Foundation “Aguirre Pérez” (FOAP) and Tarija´s Health Security, called 
“Seguro Universal de Salud Autónomo de Tarija” (SUSAT). 
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A new program was started on Word Sight Day, called “El Maestro y la Agudeza 
Visual de sus Alumnos” (the teacher and the visual acuity of his pupils). This program 
is part of the Agreement, above mentioned, between FOAP and SUSAT, to improve 
the service of visual health in the department of Tarija. It was initiated with a workshop 
for 60 teachers from San Andres and neighborhood and instruction manuals, Snellen 
carts, register and derivation sheets were given to enable them to examine, detect and 
send children with visual problems to an ophthalmologist. 
 
World Sight Day has also been announced on different television channels with 
emphasis on the importance of prevention of blindness under the global program of 
VISION 2020. 
 
 

BRAZIL 
 
 
http://www.v2020la.org/DMV07/video_brazil.htm  
 
A course for training school teachers on children vision development and how to 
screen for visual acuity took place on Word Sight Day in Campinas. Forty eight people 
(from 2 cities) attended, who have already done some screening.  
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Out of 12.000 children, between 7 and 8 years, 1.300 were selected to complete an 
eye exam. Out of these, approximately 400 will need glasses, which will be donated 
free of charge, by the city. This is part of the program UNICAMP, which offers to cities 
around Campinas better training and education since 1981.  
�
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In Guarulhos, the “USP”, under the leadership of Professor. Newton Kara Jose, 
screened 2896 school children on October 20th to 21st. Twenty five percent, received 
glasses free of charge. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The following event took place in Sao Paulo, in partnership with “Instituto de la Visión 
(UNIFESP), together with the municipal government of Sao Paulo, through the 
Municipal Secretary of Health and Education, Lions Club and a private company 
“Giardinne” which donated the spectacles. This activity had the participation of 14 
ophthalmologists and 83 volunteers, among them: nurses, technicians, teachers, etc. 
 
Visual acuity and a complete ophthalmologic exam (with dilatation of the eyes, fundus 
examination and refraction) were performed in 900 school children between the ages 
of 7 to 14 years. The ones who needed, were given glasses free of charge. 
 
These 900 children were part of 5.000, who had been previously screened by the 
municipal schools. The remaining children were seen at the “Instituto de la Visión”. 
 
The Municipal Secretary of Health of Sao Paulo and other personalities from the 
Health and Education sectors visited the event. 
 
It was also promoted on the principal TV channel of Brazil “Rede Globo” and on 
another TV channel “Rede Record”. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
World Sight Day was celebrated in Rio de Janeiro, organised by the Municipal 
government and support of the Municipal Secretary of Health, Lions, Rotary, Conselho 
Brasileiro de Oftalmologia, Sociedade Brasileira de Oftalmologia, Sociedade Brasileira 
de Pediatria, Sociedade dePediatria do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, Sociedade 
Brasileira de Oftalmologia Pediatrica, Instituto Fernandes Figueira-FIOCRUZ and 
Instituto Catarata Infantil. 
 
190 children (< 15 years) were screened and 25 referred for full examination in 
previously determined hospitals. 
 
The event received attention from several newspapers, radio and TV channels. 
Dr Jacob Kligerman, municipal secretary of health, was also present to the event. 
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This event has been published in different newspapers and webpages, like: 
 
http://jbonline.terra.com.br/extra/2007/10/09/e091015063.html 
 
http://www.sbp.com.br/show_item2.cfm?id_categoria=17&id_detalhe=1424&tipo=D 
 
http://www.fiocruz.br/ccs/cgi/cgilua.exe/sys/start.htm?infoid=1331&sid=9 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The NGO “Instituto Ver” had an opening ceremony of World Sight Day with an art 
exhibit about ocular health. The posters belong to CBO (Conselho Brasileiro de 
Oftalmologia – Brazillian Council of Ophthalmology ). It remained open from October 
10th to 21st. This event was attended by official representatives from the city (major 
and governor), as well as important business and press people. 
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“Instituto Ver” performed the Red Reflex Test on 183 babies, less than 3 months old, 
in a big, famous shopping mall in Porto Alegre, as well as visual acuity measurements 
in children from 3 – 12 years.  
 

  �  
�
  

This event was on the main TV channels and newspapers. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
��
Dr. Islane Vercosa, president of the SBOP and coordinator of the Program of 
Prevention of Blindness, of Fortaleza, coordinated at the Hospital General of Fortaleza 
(HGF) a sreening, especially for children with low vision. This was supported by 
“Ópticas Itamaraty” and “Grupo Essilor”. 
 
Eight children were operated by Dr. Vercosa in the afternoon at the same Hospital. 
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CHILE 
 
It is estimated that in Chile 5% of school children have some degree visual limitation, 
associated to refractive errors. 
 
The aim of the “JUNAEB” program is to detect low vision in children through a medical 
consultation. If then necessary, optical aids will be provided as well as the 
corresponding education to parents, teachers and the community. Some groups of 
children with low vision, can’t be helped with glasses, as they require optical aids like 
telescopes, which are given by “Fonadis” or CBM and magnifying glasses, from 
JUNAEB, in association with a rehabilitation and integration to a normal school, like 
COALIVI in the VIII Region of Chile. 
 
In order to integrate different institutions, which are in charge of the visual health of 
children, an event was organized at the COAVILI School for the Blind in Concepcion, 
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as part pf the celebrations of World Sight Day. During this event, optical aids were 
distributed to children with low vision, who are part of the COALIVI rehabilitation 
program.  
 
This event united the school health program of JUNAEB, which delivers the optic 
helps, the Chilean Society of Ophthalmology, which delivers the technical support of 
the programs, COALIVI, which helps children with mayor limitations with rehabilitation 
and the Health Service, which supports the treatment of associated pathologies. 
 
During this event, Moises Fonseca, delivered an emotional speech, thanking for the 
support received by the institutions, above mentioned: 
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This event was broadcasted on radio, local and national TV channel and also 
mentioned in local newspapers. 
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World Sight Day 2007 and its theme “VISION for Children” have also been announced 
on a local TV program, as well as the actual visual health programs that are available 
in Chile at this moment. 
 
 
 
 

COLOMBIA 
 
The Colombian Society of Ophthalmology, together with the Colombian Association for 
the Prevention of Blindness (ASOPREC), organized a “VISION 2020” workshop for the 
ophthalmology residents. This event was sponsored by ALCON Laboratories. 
Information and talks on VISION 2020 and about all the principle ocular diseases were 
given. 
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The press, as well as national TV and radio channels aired information about World 
Sight Day. 
 
At the Foundation “Oftalmológica del Caribe”, 100 elderly people with cataracts and 10 
children with strabismus were seen – all of them coming from a very low income 
background. On 20 of these patients, surgery was performed free of charge. 
 

          
 
At the Shopping Center “Portal del Prado”, an awareness activity was organized with 
the participation of the musical group “Enigma”, which signed autographs.  A private 
company, donated 5.000.000 Columbian Pesos! 
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At the Foundation “Oftalmológica de Caldas”, 52 elderly persons, with no social 
security, were screened and 22 of them underwent cataract or pterygium surgery.  
 

COSTA RICA 
 
The National Committee for the Prevention of Blindness of Costa Rica reported the 
following activities which took place in October: 
 

- A meeting was organized with the Minister of Health to present the VISION 
2020 program and objectives in Costa Rica’s objectives. 

- A meeting was held with the Director of the Social Medical Security in order to 
present the cataract surgery project. 

- The national radio channel aired several advertisements about prevention of 
blindness and visual health. 

- A member of the VISION 2020 Committee was invited to explain the VISION 
2020 program on television. 

- A meeting for adults with low vision was organized, to tell them about visual 
health and motivate them. 

 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
The Foundation of ROP and the Foundation “Centro Láser”, headed a series of public 
visits to the chamber of senators in order promote the enactment of  a law that 
regulates the actions of the doctors who take care of premature babies. 

At the Hospital “Dr. Elías Santana”, various prevention of blindness activities were 
organized in the neighborhood of the Hospital, in order identify people with visual 
health problems and giving them the necessary ophthalmologic help. Also, different 
talks about the most frequent ocular pathologies and when to go to look for 
ophthalmologic attention were held at different communities and churches. 

�



� ��

In order to make the population aware of the causes of blindness, various articles were 
published at the national press. For example: 
http://www.listin.com.do/app/article.aspx?id=32776 

The  “Patronato de Ciegos”  (Pro Blind group) was interviewed on television… 

�

…and organized different activities for the prevention of blindness. 
 

 
 
 
 

ECUADOR 
 
Cataract Surgeries free of charge at the Hospital “Teófilo Dávila de Machala”, 
supported by the Ministry of Health. This program was conducted with the 
collaboration of ophthalmologists and personnel from the Foundation “Oftalmológica 
del Valle” and the Foundation “Oftalmológica Dr. Ramiro Almeida”. This activity helped 
to update the ophthalmic personnel of this city to in modern and appropriate 
techniques of ophthalmologic surgery. 
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Meeting with the authorities of the Ministry of Health in the region of Napo during the III 
Community Visual Health Course. The Ministry of Health promised to incorporate to 
the budget for next year, funds to support 4.000 cataract surgeries for the most 
humble people of the 571 poorest municipalities in Ecuador. 
 
Invitation to Dr. Felipe Chiriboga –member of the Cataract Technical Subcommittee of 
VISION 2020 LA- to Washington D.C. to participate, as a CBM adviser, to inform about 
the experiences in the field work of projects, supported by CBM. An Homage took 
place on World Sight Day to the Embassador Luis Gallegos for his support to 
handicapped people, at the Embassy of Ecuador in Washington. This event was 
organized by the personnel of CBM-USA under the coordination of Ron Nabors and 
more than 80 guests, from all over the world. 
 
 

GUATEMALA 
 
The program of prevention of blindness of the “Pro Ciegos y Sordos De Guatemala” 
Committee (for the blind and deaf from Guatemala), celebrated World Sight Day with 
various activities at the different Centers of the Committee: 
 

- Talks about ocular diseases and how to prevent them directed to teachers and 
students. 

- Organizing a walk and remembering the significance of World Sight Day. 
- Talks to midwives about neonatal conjunctivitis. 
- Talks on famous local radio channels. 
- Delivery of visual material about cataracts to health centers, libraries, etc. 
- Putting a Word Sight Day banner in the Hospital and every regional center 
- Screening of the Committee’s personnel; seen as a strategy to practically 

involve people who work in this Committee, with visual health. 
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HONDURAS 
 
In the Community of “Guacutoa”, 117 refraction consultations took place and clothes 
were donated as well. During these activities, 6 patients with cataracts were detected. 
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In another Community, “La Esperanza”, 950 low income people received a refraction 
examination. This event counted with the collaboration of “Hearts For Honduras” 

Publicity for World Sight Day has been done in San Pedro Sula, through the press with 
free surgeries. 

Also in San Pedro Sula, 754 people were screened free of charge, by Lions Clubs, 
during 3 days at the Bus Central Station by the end of October. 

  
 
Finally, free eye exams for people with Glaucoma were offered in Tegucigalpa. This 
event was coordinated by Dr. Doris Alvarado, member of the National VISION 2020 
Committee of Honduras. 
 

MEXICO 

On Word Sight Day, the technical guide about the care of retinopathy in the premature 
baby, was launched by the Ministry of Health of Mexico. This guide is available on 
http://www.generoysaludreproductiva.gob.mx/ficha_biblio.php?id_article=1153&id_rubr
ique=20 and on other Mexican and Latin American Websites. 



� ��

This is a most important step in prevention of blindness by ROP. 

For more information, please read:  

http://www.generoysaludreproductiva.gob.mx/noticia.php?id_rubrique=13&id_article=1
154 

 

 

PANAMA 

 
The Society of Ophthalmology in Panama reported the following events having taking 
place during the celebration of World Sight Day: 
 
- The Clinic “Banco de Ojos” from Lions Club, has been inaugurated. During this 
event, patients have been evaluated for ophthalmic surgeries. 
 
-  A conference about Glaucoma, addressed to Ophthalmologist, was given at a local 
Club. 

 

PARAGUAY 

 
For the celebration of World Sight Day, 169 people were operated on for cataract 
surgery, for a low price, at Fundacion Vision in Asuncion, during the week of October 
8th to 12th. 
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Additionally, a surgical campaign will be organized in Ciudad del Este from October 
29th to 31st. Fundacion Vision is hoping to operate on 120 people. 
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PERU 

 
Cataract surgeries have been done on October 25th to 27th, within the “National Plan of 
Fight against Blindness due to Cataract”. The pictures were taken in Cachapoyas and 
in Cajamarca. 
 

 
 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The following activities took place in Peru during the week of World Sight Day: 
 
The National Institute of Ophthalmology organized 2 campaigns: 
 

- One in the “Comas” District (peripheral Lima), where they looked for patients for 
the National Plan of Cataract Surgery of the Ministry of Health. 

- One in the city of Pisco, where an ophthalmic situational analysis was done in 
the recent earthquake zone as well as ophthalmic attention that was given to 
1,500 people. 
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In the District of “Ferreñafe”, in the north of Peru, a campaign of visual health took 
place, called “VER PARA LEER” (to see in order to read) and 7,000 students from 
public schools were seen (all from the primary level) and given correcting glasses. 
This event counted with the participation of the Ministry of Education, members of the 
Peruvian Society of Ophthalmology and civil and religious NGOs. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Lions Clubs in Peru celebrated World Sight Day with ocular exams for children and 
adults as well as cataract detection and surgeries. Also, recycled glasses were 
distributed and exams for diabetic persons were conducted 
 
Lima’s Lions Clubs traveled on World Sight Day to “Ferreñafe”, a very poor region in 
the north of Peru, to celebrate the success of their last cataract project “Nosotros 
Servimos” (we serve). Thanks to humanitarian service and the support from the 
Community, Lions Clubs was able to perform more than 3.700 surgeries.  
 
World Sight Day has also been especially important for Lions Clubs in Peru, as the 
government announced the beginning of a cataract program, which will do 5.000 
surgeries per year. Until now, the Lions have done in Peru more than 22.800 cataract 
surgeries with funds from SightFirst. 
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URUGUAY 
 
The Uruguayan VISION 2020 Committee organized, together with the Visual Health 
Program, a workshop about low vision on October 12th, with the objective to join the 
involved institutions to work out future strategies. The opening speech was being held 
by the Minister of Health and the course counted with the presence of Professors from 
different Latin American countries as well as the “Cachón” Institute. This last one is a 
public center, specialized on helping blind adults and those with low vision. 
 
Dr. Homero Demicheli, a member of the VISION 2020 Committee, was invited to talk 
on television and he mentioned and explained the VISION 2020 Program. 
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VENEZUELA 
 
In Venezuela, approximately 450 ophthalmologists screened, especially children, for 
free. 
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