
ARGENTINA 
 
 
- WORLD SIGHT DAY – October 12, 2006  
 
 
 World Sight Day is an event held annually on the second Thursday of October, and it is centered on bringing attention 
to the problem of avoidable blindness. – Every 5 seconds one person in the world goes blind, and one child goes blind 
every minute.  It is coordinated by VISION 2020: The Right to Sight , a project that brings together 29 international 
organizations including the World Health Organization. 
  
 We should point out that close to 80% of blindness is avoidable or curable, and so efforts in prevention by 
government, NGOs, and businesses is indispensable.  
 
 Unless urgent actions are taken, the number of blind and visually handicapped persons, estimated at 45 million blind 
and 135 million with low vision in 1996, will have doubled by the year 2020. 
 
 That would be completely unacceptable from either a humanitarian or a socioeconomic point of view. 
 
Schedule of Events  
 

 OCTOBER 6 th Talk: “We Learn Together”, by invited speaker Lumila Fiorela More , Braille Instructor. Ms. 
Fiorela has low vision, and maintains a completely independent lifestyle. A talk organized jointly with Special School No. 14 
during special education week. It will be held in the hall of the Iglesia Evangélica Luterana Argentina (the evangelical 
Lutheran church of Argentina) at 9 AM. 

Seen with Lumila More; the center for integrated help for the handicapped, the San Francisco de Assisi geriatric 
center, the athletic group of the physical education center, and local radio stations for spreading the word about World Sight 
Day. 

 
 

I can tell you that during the last marathon we spoke with a young lady named Lumila Fiorela More, who is legally blind due to 
retinopathy of prematurity with perception of light in one eye, and retention of some perception of shapes with colors in the temporal field. 
She is a very animated person, not at all depressed, is very active, and gets around on her own and dedicates herself to helping people 
with similar conditions to take advantage of the sight that remains and achieve greater independence, as well as to family members or 
boyfriends or girlfriends of those with low vision, she teaches how to assist a person with low vision.  
  



She is doing an ad honorem project in the town of Saez Peña, 120 km from Castelli, teaching Braille to non-sighted children. Her 
resources are very slim, but she nonetheless has helped us a lot as a very charismatic figure helping publicize our Vision Marathon. 
Besides which, she's a quite a good singer in my judgment, although lately she prefers dedicating herself to helping those with low vision 
to singing. 

 
 
 
 
 
In the attached photos, the talk given at the EGB PIA school, which has published information 
about the program at: 
http://www.egb-jardinpia-chaco.com.ar/noticias.html 
  
 
  
 
 
 

Through the Vision Solidaria program, she learned of the VISION 2020 Program, and has expressed her firm intention of helping as best 
she can, even if only by helping to spread word of it. 
  
  
I’m sending you some photos in which you can see her on stage singing to motivate people to participate, and explaining 'how to guide a 
blind person’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 OCTOBER 7 th  The Vision Marathon 
 - Constant and sustained physical exercise is beneficial for eye-health and the entire body. It regulates blood 
pressure, lowers blood-sugar level, and reduces cholesterol, among other benefits.  
 – To mark World Sight Day , the marathon will begin with a symbolic walk at 6PM. Half of the participants will be 
blindfolded so that they can experience something of what it is like to live blind, while the other half will learn how to guide 
(or assist) a person with a visual handicap. Reduced-vision instructor Beatriz Segovia and Braille instructor Lumila More will 
participate. 
 - Following the walk, the various runs will be held. 

 
 

 OCTOBER 19 th Cataract surgical campaign at the Sanitario del Norte. 
 - Sixty percent of blindness is caused by cataract, a pathology that can be corrected with a minimally invasive 
procedure. 

 
 

 October 27 th  Campaign for control of intraocular pressure 
- It will be held in the Juventud Facundo Correa plaza starting at 8 AM. 

 - If you are over 40…you may have glaucoma without knowing it. 
 - Of every four persons with glaucoma, it is estimated that only one is receiving treatment. 
 - It can cause a partial loss of vision. 
 - This loss of vision can be prevented if treated in time. It is more common in persons who are myopic, diabetic or 
who have a family history of glaucoma.  
 - It is not contagious. 
As there are usually no symptoms, the best way to protect one’s self from glaucoma is with regular eye exams including 
testing of intraocular pressure.  

 
 
 

Programa Vision Solidaria 
www.visionsolidaria.org.ar  

 
 
 

For more information, visit our webpage or call us at 03732-47-1927 / 2103 
 
 
 

 



 
Report on the World Sight Day Marathon  

  
            The Vision Marathon:  
       Number of local participants: 550 
       “The Vision Walk”: Approximately 900 participants. 

  
“The Marathon of the Impenetrable”.  

      Number of local and international participants: 85 
 * Data provided by the Secretariat for Youth and Sports. 

 
  

GLAUCOMA DETECTION CAMPAIGN  
  
            To celebrate World Sight Day – October 13, 2006, a Glaucoma Detection Campaign was held in the city of Juan Jose Castelli 
organized by the ophthalmology council of Argentina jointly with the Vision Solidaria program. 
   
            The campaign took place on October 27 at the facilities of the Secretariat of Youth and Sports. A total of 175 patients were 
examined, and eight cases of glaucoma were detected. 
Other data: 

      Of those eight, only four had known beforehand that they had glaucoma. 

      Fully 78% of those examined did not know what glaucoma was. 

      and 71% had never had their intraocular pressure checked. 

  

        Sincerely, 

  

        Eliseo Perez 

        Secretary, PVS 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GLAUCOMA DETECTION CAMPAIGN  

 
 
 In response to the invitation of the mayor of Juan Jose Castelli to participate in the municipal exposition of city 
governments to be held in the city of Resistencia, the Visión Solidaria program maintained a stand offered by the local city 
government from which it carried out a campaign to publicize the VISIÓN 2020; The Right To Sight, world program and its 
efforts to check intraocular pressure to reduce the incidence of glaucoma. The opportunity was taken to show the promotional 
VISION 2020 videos from the website at http://www.v2020la.org/ .   
 
 The campaign took place on November 17-18 at the Domo del Centenario amphitheatre in Resistencia. A total of 50 
patients were examined, among whom no cases of glaucoma were detected. 
 

Other data: 

 Some 76% of those examined did not know the meaning of the word “glaucoma”. 

  48% had never had their intraocular pressure checked, while 40% had had their 

pressure checked within the previous two years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The VISION Solidaria program wishes to offer our profound thanks to the city government of Juan Jose Castelli and 
the http://www.v2020la.org/  website. For the promotional videos. 

 

Mr. Leonardo Yulan, municipal president visiting our stand 



BRASIL 
 
The WSD was celebrated in Rio de Janeiro with the donation by CBM of a diode laser and 4 indirect ophthalmoscopes to the 
Municipal Secretary of Health. Sixty percent of all babies born in the city attend the Municipal system. Until 2003, only 1 
governmental unit (responsible for 5% of live births in the city) had a retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) screening and treatment 
programme. ROP is recognized as one of the main causes of childhood blindness in Latin America.  
Since August 2003, CBM has supported a ROP programme in all municipal neonatal intensive care units. Two 
ophthalmologists were trained for screening and treatment. Health teams responsible to deal with the preterm infants at risk of 
developing ROP were prepared. Approximately 1800 preterm infants with birth weight < 1500g were screened and 130 
treated. There were discussed the cost-effectiveness analysis performed and the cost benefits of the implementation of the 
programme 
The authorities that attended the meeting: 
Municipal Secretary of Health: Dr. Jacob Kligerman 
Vice-Secretary of Health: Dr. Magda Rezende 
Neonatology coordinator of Municipal Secretary of Health: Dr. Nicole Gianini 
Coordinator of Maternal and Child care of Municipal Secretary of Health: Dr. Maria Auxiliadora Gomes 
Ophthalmology coordinator of Municipal Secretary of Health: Dr. Jose Eduardo Silva 
Other coordinators; scholar health, budget 
FIOCRUZ representative: Dr. Maria Elizabeth L. Moreira 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Municipal Secretary of Health Dr. Jacob Kligerman 
(right), Dr. Nicole Gianini, Dr. Magda Rezende, Dr. 
Andrea Zin, Dra. Maria Auxiliadora Gomes 



BOLIVIA 
 

WORLD SIGHT DAY, OCTOBER 12, 2006  

 
Beginning of the national cataract surgery program of the Bolivian Society of Ophthalmology in the whole country. Additional 
cataract surgery is planned for the rest of the year. 
Activities in Tarija:  
Mutual cooperation agreement between the Aguirre Perez ophthalmological foundation and the San Juan de Dios teaching 
hospital in Tarija, for the purpose of providing cataract surgery to low-income-patients. 
 
Beginning of cataract surgery in the city of Villamontes in coordination with the regional and military hospitals of that city, the 
Aguirre Perez ophthalmological foundation of Tarija, and the Provisión Foundation of Santa Cruz.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HONDURAS 
 

 
Report from the Chiquila, Santa Barbara Brigade in Honduras 

 
Date: 01/10/06 
 
Agreement: Lions Club “Universidad 2001”  
 
Technicians Sent: 
-Manuel Tejeda  
-Abraham Sabillon  
 
 
Departure Time from the Fraternidad hospital: 7:00 AM  
Workday Finished: 2:00 PM  
Arrival Time at the Fraternidad hospital: 3:30 PM  
 
Patients Assisted: 43 
 
Eyeglasses Presented  
Recycling: 41 
Sol: 1 
Donated for Recycling:  2 
 
Disease Detected  
Cataract: 11 
Pterygium: 1 
Fundus: 5 
 

 
Carlos Andres Rodriguez, MAE 
      Administrative Manager  
 

 



NICARAGUA 
 

WORLD SIGHT DAY, 12, OCTOBER 2006 
 
-Activities in Commemoration of World Sight Day 
 
 
 The Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology (SNO), celebrated World Sight Day on 12 October with a series of prevention of blindness activities 
during the month of October. The campaign for prevention of blindness had the following purposes: 
 

1. Raise consciousness among both professionals and the public of blindness as a public health problem.  
2. Involve our colleagues in service-focused blindness prevention activities every day. 
3. Increase our cataract surgical rate every year until it reaches the figure necessary to control the prevalence of cataract. 
4. Advocate and promote activities aimed at the eventual formation of a prevention of blindness committee and plan. 
 
·  On September 28, Dr. Diego Valle Gonzalez, president of the Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology (SNO), offered a press conference for 

radio and the print press concerning the local, regional and world blindness situation.  He also announced the blindness prevention campaign 
that SNO would run together with the Ministry of Health (MINSA) to celebrate World Sight Day. 

 
 

·  Between September 29 and October 6, the members of the SNO board of directors made appearances on all the television and radio stations 
in the capital city. During the interviews the scope, consequences and primary causes of blindness were explained. 

 
 

·  With the help of the Lions Club and the ophthalmic industry, placement of banners mentioning the celebration of World Sight Day and 
prevention of blindness at high-traffic spots in the capital and the rest of the country.  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



World Sight Day 
 

·  In conjunction with the Ministry of Health (MINSA),  the Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology (SNO) cele brated World Sight Day on 
October 12 with a prevention of blindness day held at the facilities of the National Ophthalmology Cen ter (CENAO).  The event was 
presided over by the Honorable Margarita Gurdian, Minister of Health, Dr . Socorro Gross Galiano, representative of PAHO/WHO , Dr. 
Juan Carlos Silva, consultant to PAHO, Dr. Francisc a Rivas, director of the National Ophthalmology Cen ter (CENAO), and Dr. Diego 
Valle, president of SNO . Various NGOs, (the Lions Club, the Association of the Blind, the Instituto Medico Pedagogico (medical teaching 
institute), and “Los Pipitos”, the association of fathers of handicapped children; as well as World Vision and the neonatology unit), that make 
up the National Prevention of Blindness Committee participated in the event, presenting murals, posters, videos and instruments for the use of 
persons who are blind or have low vision. The Minister of Health also presented patients with visual handicaps with white canes. 
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Screening on 14-15 October. 
 

·  On October 14 and 15, a free screening was held in the facilities of the National Ophthalmology Center for low-income persons with risk 
factors (over 45 years of age, arterial hypertension, diabetes, migraines, being of African descent, family history of glaucoma, history of eye 
injury, being of African descent, or children with eye problems or disease, etc.) Some 300 persons attended, and patients with a diagnosis of 
cataract were enrolled for the one-day, 500 cataract-surgeries campaign. The Lions Club has also continued bringing in patients from rural 
areas for screening and to be added to the list of patients needing cataract surgery. Twenty-three volunteer ophthalmologists participated in 
the one-day campaign. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



500 Cataract Surgeries 
·  The Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology ( Sociedad Nicaragüense de Oftalmología,  or “SNO”), in celebration of World Sight Day, 

and for the purpose of increasing the annual catara ct surgical rate, held a one-day cataract surgery c ampaign that was completely 
without charge for low income patients.  The campaign was joined by the Centro Nacional de Oftalmología (the national ophthalmology 
center, or “CENAO”) the Ministry of Health of Nicaragua and 20 volunteer ophthalmologists. The campaign was made possible thanks to the 
generous support of Christoffel Blindenmission  (CBM), which donated the supplies (intraocular lenses, viscoelastic solution and sutures), 
and the ophthalmic industry (Alcon, Novartis, Pfizer, Merck, Sophia, Poen, Oftisol y Unipharm), which provided the pre- and post-operative 
treatments. The Lions Club assisted by helping to identify and locate patients in the rural areas. Dr. Abraham Delgado Dolmus, Sub-
director of CENAO and Vice-president of the SNO, co ordinated the surgical campaign.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List of ophthalmologists participating in the one-d ay campaign that logged 500 cataract operations: 
 
1.  Dr. Diego Valle Gonzalez 
2.  Dr. Abraham Delgado Dolmus 
3.  Dr. Marcia Castrillo 
4.  Dr. Rosamalia Morales Alonso. 
5.  Dr.  Rene Pilarte Tijerino 
6.  Dr. Rommel Izaguirre Pereira 
7.  Dr. Justina Valle Mejia  
8.  Dr. Renata Argeñal Martinez 
9.  Dr. Jacqueline Castellon Rodríguez 
10.  Dr. Giselle Solis Solis 

11.  Dr. Raquel Tapia Escobar  
12.  Dr. Claudia Sanchez Jarquin 
13.  Dr. Lidieth Sandino Cuarezma 
14.  Dr. Juan Carlos Rivers Cuadra 
15.  Dr. Johanna Ramirez Villalobos  
16.  Dr. María Jose Cordova Alvarez  
17.  Dr. Esperanza Rodriguez Herrera 
18.  Dr. Miguel Molina 
19.  Dr. Azucena Ocana Paez 
20.  Dr. Noel Lindo Palma 

 

Screening of patients for 
cataract surgery day 

Cataract operated patients 
by the national brigade 
(CENAO) 



November 15: Official Formation of the National Eye -Health and Prevention 
of Blindness Plan and Committee 
 

·  On April 25, 2006, The Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology (SNO) sent a letter to the Minister of Health, Ms. Margarita Gurdian, inviting her 
to sign the global initiative of WHO/IAPB, “VISION 2020: A Right to Sight” and to jointly undertake the first steps for the formation of a National 
Committee and National Eye Health Plan, a commitment our government came under through WHA 56 of the World Health Assembly.                                 

 
·  On May 16, we received the corresponding approval and an expression of interest from the Ministry of Health in taking the first steps to form a 

National Committee and a National Eye-Health Plan. Beginning on August 9th, we have been holding a series of meetings in which the SNO 
has been emphasizing the urgent need for a National Eye-Health Programme. The Minister of Health, Ms. Margarita Gurdian, has been very 
receptive and the government has recognized its obligation to protect the right to sight, above all, for the most vulnerable. 

 
·   On 6 October, the Minister of Health, Ms. Margarita Gurdian, signed the Declaration of Support for the VISION 2020 programme: The Right to 

Sight, in the presence of the SNO board of directors, the director of CENAO and representatives of those NGOs making up the National 
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margarita Guardian-Lopez, Minister of 
Health, signing the global declaration fo 
support 

National Committee, formed by the MoH, 
Ministry of Education, Lions Club, Rotary Club, 
Blind people Association, Association of 
parents of children with disabilities, Director of 
the National Ophthalmology Center, 
Neonatologists and the Nicaraguan Society of 
Ophthalmology. 



·  In August, with help from PAHO/WHO, a technical committee for control of health, monitoring and quality assurance was named to work 
together with the Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology to begin preparation of a National Plan for Eye-Health and prevention of blindness. 
From 10 to 12 October we were privileged to have the company and counsel of Dr. Juan Carlos Silva. The surgical priorities for Nicaragua 
were decided on according to their relative importance and the utility of surgery; using those criteria, the priority diseases were listed as 
cataract, retinopathy of prematurity and refractive error for purposes of establishing concrete goals to be worked on in the first two years of 
implementation of the plan. In the second phase of the plan, diabetic retinopathy and low vision will be included 

Act of Official Recognition and Status of the 15th of November. 
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PANAMÁ 
 
Report: 
 
World Sight Day. Panama, 2006 
 

- On October 12, during a teaching session for the 5 ophthalmology residents from the social security system’s 

metropolitan hospital complex, the importance of World Sight Day the problem of vision worldwide, and the importance 

role of ophthalmologists in approaching them, were emphasized.  

 

- The Lions Club of Panama held an event to identify potential surgical patients in commemoration of World Sight Day. 

 

- On October 23, a session for revision of the articles about glaucoma was held, in which some distinguished figures of 

Panamanian ophthalmology participated. The session was sponsored by the pharmaceutical firm Merck Sharpe & 

Dohme.   During the session, the basis for VISION 2020, the Global Declaration of Support, and the 20/20 alliance were 

read, and the signatures of those present were added.   During the session, some time was dedicated to the purpose of 

an open forum in which the situation in Panama was analyzed regarding the consolidation of a national committee for 

Prevention of Blindness. It was unanimously agreed that efforts should be focused on including the national government 

as regulator and administrator of health services.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARAGUAY 
 
Fundacion Vision, in Paraguay, performed more than 80 cataract surgeries on insolvent patients thanks to the sponsorship of 
various donors and commercial enterprises that came to the aid of their needy compatriots. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERU 
 

WORLD SIGHT DAY 
 

“Every five seconds, one person in our world goes blind. A child goes blind every minute. It is estimated that over seven million people become blind every year.” 

 

 

CAMPAIGN FOR WORLD SIGHT DAY   

AÑO NUEVO HEALTH CENTER, COMAS, LIMA, PERU  

 
World Sight Day is an annual event held during the second week of October to center attention on the problem of blindness in the country and worldwide. Started originally by the 

International Lions Club Foundation in 1998, World Vision Day in the year 2000 became an official program of VISION 2020: The Right 

to Sight. 1 2 

  

 
The campaign for World Sight Day was carried out in the health sector by the national institute of ophthalmology (INO) on 

October 12 in coordination with the Peruvian Society of Ophthalmology, CONAPRECE, the city of Comas, the Pascana-Comas 

police district and the Año Nuevo Health Center in the Comas district (Jr. Juan Velazco s/, 13 km from Tupac Amaru), where a 

free-of-charge medical eye-care campaign focused on persons over-40 was held to detect cataract patients and refer them for 

no-cost surgical treatment at the INO. 

 
The Comas district has about 506,845 inhabitants, constituting 25% of the population of the north side of Lima and 6% of 

the metropolitan area. It covers an area of 48.72 square kilometers, with a population density of 9,539 inhabitants per square 

kilometer. The district contains 112 squatter settlements, 14 residents associations and 32 planned housing developments. It 

should be emphasized that some 57% of the total population of the district live in these squatter settlements. 
3 

 
 

 

 

 

                                         
1 Organización Mundial de la Visión (www.who.int) 
2 www.v2020.org 
3 http://www.municomas.gob.pe/ 

 

 
 



RESULTS 

 
The campaign was carried out on Thursday, October 12, with activities beginning at 8:30 AM and lasting until 1:00 PM. It was 

attended by a total of 600 persons, the majority over 40 years of age.  

 

Participating in the campaign were 10 physicians, 3 nurses, 7 nurse-technicians and 2 pharmacy technicians. 

 

Of these, 82 were children, 32 adolescents, 235 older adults and 250 other adults. Some 53.83% were female, and 46.17% 

male.  

 

The majority in all age groups, children, adolescents and adults, were female, comprising 52.4%, 71.9%, and 64.0% 

respectively.  
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All those who attended had their visual acuity checked, and all over age 40 also had their intraocular pressure checked. 

Of those examined, 62% were found to have visual acuity of 20/30 or better in both eyes; 17.9% had vision of 20/60 or less, 7.2% bilaterally and 10.7% unilaterally. 

 

 
 

Table 01: PATIENTS BY STAGE OF LIFE 

F e m e n in o M a sc u lin o

0 1 -0 4  añ o s 7 1 0 1 7

0 5 -0 9  añ o s 3 6 2 9 6 5

1 0 -1 4  añ o s 1 3 6 1 9

1 5 -1 9  añ o s 1 0 3 1 3

2 0 -3 9  añ o s 6 7 3 0 9 7

4 0 -5 9  añ o s 9 4 6 0 1 5 4

A d u lto  M ayo r 6 0  + añ o s 9 6 1 3 9 2 3 5

3 2 3 2 7 7 6 0 0

N in ez

A d o lec en c ia

A d u ltez

E TA P A  D E  VID A

TO TA L G E N E R A L

TO TAL 
G E N E R A L

E D AD  E N  R A N G O
S E X O

 



Of those attending the ophthalmological campaign, 20.1% presented with blindness (VA less than 20/400), including 6.9% with bilateral blindness, and 13.2% with unilateral 

blindness.  

 
Of the persons who had their intraocular pressure measured, 4.2% showed IOP greater than 21 mm Hg. 

 

Among the most frequent diagnoses were Refractive Error, 46.83% (n. 281); and Cataract, 20.5%. Other disease 

found included conjunctival disorders, pterygium, and blepharitis (17.16%).  

 

Graph 03: The Five Most Common Diagnoses 

 

 

 

 

The second most common diagnosis found was cataract, with 20.5%. Cataract is one of the most prevalent 

blindness-causing conditions, not only in Peru, but in the world as a whole.  Two cases of cataract in children were 

found: One was congenital cataract in a child one-year of age, and the other was traumatic cataract in a 9-year old 

child. Both were referred to the national institute of ophthalmology to be operated on at no cost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Other Conjuctival disorders  
6.33%Pterygium , 

6.00% 
Bleph aritis, 

4.83%

Refractive Error
46.83% 

20.50%
Cataract,



The IL regional institute of ophthalmology of Peru reports…  
. 

 Activities for WSD.- 
 During the week of October 9-12, a no-charge eye-care campaign was carried out along with awareness activities in the 

community, radio spots and radio and television interviews related to eye health themes, blindness prevention, and the 
international support received through Orbis. 

 Radio spots.-  
Eight 25-second radio spots were aired Monday through Friday by the RPP (Radio Programas del Peru) station during 

the month of October. The spots dealt with education and the promotion of blindness prevention.   
 Process for acquisition of optical coherence tomography (OCT).- 
 The process of acquisition will be finalized in the second half of November, and delivery of the equipment will be made 

when the process is complete, which is estimated for 30 days later.  
 Fellowship.-  
Participation of Dr. Jaime Huaman for the II Iberoamerican course on prevention of blindness, held in Barranquilla, 

Colombia on 26-28 October.  
Coordination of the trips of Maritza Castillo and nurse Merly Gonzalez to Paraguay and of Dr. Ricardo Caceda to India.                    

 HBP.-  
We received a visit from Dr. Luz Gordillo, an expert on ROP, who evaluated 9 program patients and used laser 

techniques associated with placement of bands and explants in 2 patients.  
She also met in the IRO with the staff of three hospitals in the area that participate in the program.   
It was decided to hold a workshop course on ROP on 1-2 December in the city of Chiclayo, with the participation of 

neonatologists, nurses and ophthalmologists from the cities of Chimbote Trujillo, Chiclayo and Piura. The doctor's visit 
occurred on 20-21 October. 

 
Plans/activities for the next month  
 

 Fellowship.- The visit of Maritza Castillo and nurse Merly Gonzalez to Asuncion, Paraguay for the course on 
management in ophthalmology organized by VISION 2020 has been rescheduled for the 1st to the 20th of November 

 Participation in the meeting of the American Academy of Ophthalmology in Las Vegas. USA, by doctors Ricardo Cáceda 
y Jaime Huaman. Events held in November. 

 1st Course on Prevention of Blindness held with participation of ophthalmologists and nurses of the IRO as well as 
doctors Jorge Pomatanta, an ophthalmologist from the Belen hospital who helped create the ROP program, Pedro Diaz 
Camacho, a physician trained in public health, and Dr. Waldo Rojas, auditor for Peru’s Seguro Integral de Salud 
(integral health insurance) system. 

 Completion of the public acquisition process for OCT.  
 



 
WORLD SIGHT DAY, 2006 IRO Activities 

 
On October 12, World Sight Day was celebrated all across the globe, And just as the year before, the IRO planned various 
activities to be held during what we have designated as “WSD Week”. 
 
Monday October 9 th.-  
 
An event to raise awareness in the community and among local authorities was held in the auditorium of the institute 
concerning the situation of blindness worldwide and in the region. Two videos were shown, one on the condition of blind 
persons in Trujillo, and another from VISION 2020 on prevention of blindness activities. Following the videos, Dr. Ricardo 
Caceda welcomed the authorities, and emphasized the importance of prevention in avoiding new cases of unnecessary 
blindness. Dr. Pedro Diaz Camacho, consultant to the regional government, and an unsighted physician, gave testimony about 
his own life.  
Later, a group of guests including the authorities most representative of the region were fitted with black eye shield to simulate 
being blind for a few minutes. With assistance from IRO personnel, they were given a five minute tour of the institute facilities. 
On concluding this exercise, each of the participants shared his or her experience and impressions from those few minutes of 
blindness. Their conclusions related to: 
The importance of the sight organs. 
Helping people avoid the state of dependence they experienced during that short time. 
Commitment to more active participation in the work of blindness prevention.  
 
Seventy persons attended, and 6 of them participated in the blindness simulation. 
Among them were the former mayor, Jose Murgia Zannier, who is now participating in the elections for president of the 
regional government of Libertad; Sister Nelida Orbegozo, director of the 'Tulio Herrera' educational center for sightless 
persons, which shelters an average of 100 persons with multiple handicaps; doctors Ricardo Caceda, Justo Kaiser, Luis 
Geldres, a representative of the Libertad chamber of commerce, Mr. Jorge Tam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maritza Castillo guided Jose Mugica 
during his visit to the IRU. At the end 
of his visit, Mr. Castillo reflected on 
the importance of the guiding person 
for someone who has lost his light 

Alberto Manrique and Artemio Burga, 
show the occlude used during the event 
with the ORBIS and ICO logos  

Dr. Ricardo Caceda participated of 
the “blind minutes” and stuffed “I 
felt insecure and dependent of 
another person. I also remember 
that my uncle developed blindness 
due to glaucoma when he was 
very young and is was still an 
child”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday October 10 th.- 
As a marketing strategy, we invited Miss Peru, Silvia Cornejo, to help promote the work we are doing in the community 
through implementation of prevention of blindness programs with the international support of ORBIS. 
She has begun to help publicize the national and international activities carried out by the IRO, and to solicit assistance to 
enable us to keep supporting low-income patients and promote eye health. 
Journalists from Radio Programas (RPP), the newspaper Nuevo Norte, and TV Channel 21 covered the events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View or people attending the event in first 
row you can sue Dr. Pedro Díaz Camacho, 
who is blind and served as a life example 
of perseverance 

Nurse Merly González, responsible of the 
monitoring and training of ROP patients 
here shown with 4 of them and theis 
patients. These recieives early laser 
treatment and were saved from being blind 
due to this ORBIS supported programme 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday October 11th.-  
Radio interview on the regional government’s Radio “R3”, in which doctors Ricardo Caceda and Jaime Huaman were 
interviewed by journalists Carlos Morante, Guillermo Miranda Pulido and Alejandro Valverde Acuña. 
Through the interview, the community was informed about the work done by IRO, the importance of eye health and the 
international assistance received from Orbis, which has helped us to become a leading institution in the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sivia Cornejo, Miss Peru 2006, togetter 
with Dr. Jaime Huaman while being 
interviewed by Luis Balarezo of 
channel 21TV 

Journalist Guillermo Miranda 
interviews Dr. Ricardo Caceda 
asking alert the IRO, current needs 
new premises. Is show together with 
Dr. Jaime Huaman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday October 12 th .-  
 
To cap off the activities planned for the week, a no-cost eye-care campaign was held in the plaza of the city, to which 319 
persons came and received care between 9 AM and 4 PM. Radio spots were transmitted for the campaign on the prestigious 
radio station “Radio Programas del Peru”, beginning 15 days ahead, with a frequency of 8 spots per day. Besides their 
educational and informative content, the radio spots also invited the region's population to participate in the activities. During 
the campaign, in addition to ophthalmologic treatment, educational information was shared on eye care, the need to get 
medical attention early and the importance of regular check ups.  All patients and family members received informational 
pamphlets on the principal causes of blindness in the world. 
Participating in this activity were 6 ophthalmologists, 3 nurses, 2 nurse-technicians, 1 social worker and 2 administrative 
support workers. 
 
We continue receiving patients who participated in the campaign, and the radio station continues receiving calls asking for 
IRO's address or information about eye care.  
 
Participating Ophthalmologists: 
Roger Laguna  Resident 
Luis Geldres  Resident 
Raul Torrico   Resident 
Virnaliz Repetto  Resident 
Christian Atue  Resident 
Jaime Huamán  Assistant 
 
 
 

Dr. Jaime Huaman chats with journalists 
Guillermo Miranda and Alejandro 
Valverde, about the important of 
informational by ORBIS and IRUS 
maturing as the reference centre for the 
north region of the country 



 
Participating Nurses:  
Eva Villalobos 
Victoria Moya 
Merly Gonzalez 
 
Nurse-technicians 
Elinda Sandoval 
Silvia Monteza 
 
Social Worker 
Aracelli Sandoval 
 
Administrative Personnel 
Eduardo Cava 
Mario Pérez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View of the premises from these plaza 
“Armas de Trujillo” where the vent look 
place. You cab see a long line or patients 
waiting be examined  

Nurse Victoria Moya from the Promotion 
and Prevention Unit of IRO sharing 
education information with due of the 
patients attending the WSD campaing 

Doctors: Christian Atue, Jaime Huamán, Luis 
Geldres, Róger Laguna and Virnaliz Repetto, 
evaluating patients during the WSD event. 



 
This morning we received a visit from officers of the Lions Club and several international beauty queens who came to see the 
labor of assistance we carry out. It should be remembered that in an agreement with Lions International we have carried out 
1,000 cataract operations and acquired a microscope for the surgical campaigns. 
Three officers of the Lions Club and 14 beauty queens together with baton twirlers from the United States and members of the 
print and broadcast press (the La Industria newspaper, and television stations América Televisión, Channel 21, and 
Frecuencia Latina). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visiting beauty queens from neigh 
boring countries, American 
waripoleras, Lions Clubs 
authorities together with Dr. Jaime 
Huaman end the their IRO visit. 
Lions club help was signaled in the 
cataract PBL related activities in 
the ande an peripheral areas of or 
state 



VENEZUELA 
 
 
Well, finally, now that the elections are over, I have time to send you a few brief lines about the celebration of World Sight Day 
2006. The event was covered by radio, television, and the print media, on all the health programs, and even as news on the 
Globovision network the same day. The activities were as follows: Free care was provided to patients by the majority of 
Venezuelan ophthalmologists in private hospitals and clinics, with special attention to children. The celebrations were closed at 
the end of the day with a concert offered by the Venezuelan youth orchestras at the Electricidad auditorium in Caracas.  
  
In the cases of our own Instituto Popular Para Los Ojos and the Campo Alegre ophthalmologic clinic, we had the opportunity 
to assist the children from a non-profit organization called “La Colmena de La Vida” (the beehive of life), a home for children 
who are orphans or whose parents are serving prison sentences for some crime. Overseen by auditors from the Public 
Ministry, this private institution attempts to give the children a home and assigns them substitute mothers.  
  
It goes without saying that each child has his or her own story: it so happened that on the day we went there one of the 
children was celebrating a birthday, and the pharmaceutical firm that was helping us not only hired clowns to entertain the 
children, but also organized drawing contests to keep the kids busy while they were in the waiting room, and even came up 
with a cake and candles for the little girl whose birthday it was. Francisco, as founder and director of the clinic, was present, as 
were some of the medical staff, some administrative personnel and myself, as you can see in the photographs.  
  
For us, by which I mean the entire health team, it was really an unforgettable day, and the closing of the day by the youth 
orchestras and the tribute paid by the children to the director of the orchestra was just indescribable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


