
Reporting Format for Regional Chairs and NGDOs (Lat in America 09/06 to 
02/2007) 
 

1) Indicate the regularity of VISION 2020 programmes in that country. 
a) Sustained VISION 2020 activities (twice a year or more) 
b) Intermittent activities (at least once a year) 
c) No activity in the recent past (2 years) 
d) No information available 
 
Note: During the IAPB meeting in Geneva 2007, The Caribbean 
Council for the Blind (CCB) agreed to furnish IAPB with the relevant 
information for the region, hence in this report, our office has not 
included information from the Caribbean basin. 
  

Periodicity  S. 
No. Country 

Regular Intermittent  No 
activity 

Launched 
VISION 

2020 
1 Argentina  a   Y 
2 Bolivia a   Y 
3 Brazil a   Y 
4 Canada a   Y 
5 Chile a   Y 
6 Colombia a   Y 
7 Costa Rica  b  Y 
8 Cuba a   Y 
9 Dominican 

Republic 
 
a 

   
Y 

10 Ecuador a   Y 
11 El Salvador a   Y 
12 Guatemala  b  Y 
13 Honduras a   Y 
14 Mexico a   Y 
15 Nicaragua a   Y 
16 Panama   d N 
17 Paraguay a   Y 
18 Peru a   Y 
19 United States a   N 
20 Uruguay   d N 
21 Venezuela a   Y 



2) List partners for each of these countries (blank means no data available to 
the LA office) 

 
Partners  

S. 
N
o. 

Country 
NGDOs Government 

Agency 

Others 
(Corporate, 
Individuals, 
Institutes 

etc.) 

IAPB 
member 
(yes/no) 

1 Argentina  LIONS, ORBIS, FOAL, 
CMB 

Y   
Y 

2 Bolivia ULLS DEL MON, FOAL, 
CMB, MIRADA 
SOLIDARIA, LIONS, Light 
for the World 

Y  Y 

3 Brazil CBM, FOAL, 
LIGHTHOUSE, SEE 
INTERNATIONAL  
LIONS  

Y Y Y 

4 Canada  N Y Y 
5 Chile LIONS, FOAL, CMB Y  Y 
6 Colombia SEE INTERNATIONAL, 

LIONS, CMB 
Y Y Y 

7 Costa Rica LIONS, CMB, ORBIS, 
FOAL 

Y  Y 

8 Cuba LIONS, ORBIS, CBM Y  Y 
9 Dominican 

Republic 
CMB, LIGHTHOUSE, SEE 
INTERNATIONAL, CMB, 
LIONS 

Y  Y 

10 Ecuador CMB, FOAL, MIRADA 
SOLIDARIA, LIONS 

Y  Y 

11 El Salvador    N 
12 Guatemala LIONS, FOAL, 

LIGHTHOUSE, CBM, 
ORBIS 

N  Y 

13 Honduras CBM, FOAL, SEE 
INTERNATIONAL 

N  Y 

14 Mexico CMB, HELEN KELLER, 
FOAL, LIGHTHOUSE, 
CCB-SSI 

Y Y Y 

15 Nicaragua CMB, FOAL, SEE 
INTERNATIONAL 

Y  Y 

16 Panama 
 
 

SEE INTERNATIONAL, 
FOAL 

N 
 
 

 
 
 

N 
 
 

17 Paraguay CBM, ORBIS, LIONS, 
FOAL 

Y Y Y 

18 Peru SEE INTERNATIONAL, 
CMB, FOAL, ORBIS, 
LIONS 

Y  Y 

19 United  Y  Y 



States 
20 Uruguay LIONS, CBM N  Y 
21 Venezuela CBM, FOAL, LIONS Y  Y 

 
3) What VISION 2020 priorities are active in your region? (Check all that 

apply) 
 
Cataract     Childhood Blindness 

 
Trachoma    Refractive Error & Low Vision 

 
Onchocerciasis    Other (Specify Regional priorities) 

  
 
4) Areas of focus to promote VISION 2020 priorities in your region: (check all that 
apply and rank in order of priority) 

�    Priority 
 
Disease Control        
 
Human Resource Development      
 
Infrastructure Development       
 
Research 
 

5) Please list regular programmes taken up in your region. Describe the 
nature of activities under such programmes. 

 

S. 
No. Country 

 
Nature of Activity Period 

1 Argentina  Cataract surgery and ROP programmes in various 
provinces. Great advances in LV activities Formed 
National Committee in August. 

2006 

2 Bolivia Cataract surgery programmes 2006 
3 Brazil Great advances in ROP screening and training, 

primarily in Rio de Janeiro. Many cataract surgical 
programmes and Diabetic Retinopathy screening 
and treatments. In Sao Paulo, many refractive errors 
programs active. Twelve training centre have begun 
a pilot programme to include CEH in their curricula, 
Formed CEH and VISION 2020 committee in the 
Brazilian Council of Ophthalmology (CBO) 

2006 

4 Canada Strong support to developing countries 2006 
5 Chile Great support from the Government for Cataract, 

ROP, Diabetic Retinopathy and Refractive errors. 
CEH concepts have been officially adopted by the 

2006 
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National Society of Ophthalmology as part of the 
training curricula. 

6 Colombia Many active cataract and ROP programmes. Formed 
National Committee in October 2006 and held the 
2nd. Iberoamerican VISION 2020 congress that same 
month 

2006 

7 Costa Rica Cataract, ROP and refractive errors 2006 
8 Cuba Strong cataract surgical programmes, advances in 

Diabetic Retinopathy, LV and ROP 
2006 

9 Dominican 
Republic 

Large cataract surgical programmes, ROP council 
has begun activities, Low Vision clinics 

2006 

10 Ecuador Long standing with wide coverage ROP 
programmes, Many surgical campaigns sponsored 
by the prevention of blindness society. Formed 
National PBL Committee. 

2006 

11 El Salvador Cataract surgical programmes and out reach as well 
as spectacle dispensing 

 

12 Guatemala Many cataract surgical programmes and refractive 
errors services 

2006 

13 Honduras Cataract surgical campaigns and programmes 2006 
14 Mexico National cataract surgery training centre established 

helping further develop cataract surgery programmes 
and campaigns 

2006 

15 Nicaragua Formed committee  and launched National PBL plan 
during WSD 2006 celebrations 

2006 

16 Panama 
 

Have participated with two articles for the V2020 LA 
quarterly bulletin 

 
 

17 Paraguay Many surgical campaigns and regular programmes, 
CEH curricula in one residency training programme, 
ROP screening and treatment programmes. Held 
first CEH Management course in the region in 
November 2006 

2006 

18 Peru Many surgical campaigns and regular programmes 
established. Also, the PBL committee and plan was 
officially launched in June 2006 

2006 

19 United 
States 

Strong support to Developing countries 2006 

20 Uruguay Contacts with various agencies established and a 
CEH course planned for 2007 

2006 

21 Venezuela Many ongoing cataract surgical programmes, 
including those operating overseas. Two very good 
ROP programmes 

2006 

 
 
 
6) Please provide a summary of the work in the priority areas in your region, 

with regard to HRD & Training, Disease Control, and Infrastructure 
development and appropriate technology.  

 



HRD and Training status 
 
Four CEH courses took place during the second semester of the year, including 
a two week Management course in Paraguay with 30 participants from 14 
countries of the region and the Caribbean (Guyana and Haiti). At least three 
programmes (one in Ecuador one in the Dominican Republic and one in 
Paraguay) train mid level personnel. CEH concepts are now officially part of 12 
ophthalmology residency training programmes in Brazil and as of this year in all 
those in Chile. Various administrators of different programmes have attended the 
LAICO managing training course.  
 
Dr. Miriam Cano, president of the Paraguay National VISION 2020 committee 
finished her MsC in CEH at the ICEH with the distinction of best student in 
September. 
 
Different “Disease Specific” courses held from September 2006 to February 2007 
with particular emphasis in ROP and Low Vision, 
 
The first ever VISION 2020 Committees meeting of the region took place as a 
pre-congress gathering in October, immediately prior to the II Iberoamerican 
VISION 2020 Congress in Barranquilla in Colombia (see attachment No. 1) 
 
Our office continues to regular update its own web site (www.v2020la.org) 
available in the three working languages of the region (In late April 2007 it will be 
completely revamped) and publishes a quarterly electronic bulleting which is also 
featured in the AAO electronic News Letter (See annexes A and B) 
 
Various individuals of the LARWG participated as authors on the Lens Book of 
the Americas published in September 2006 by ALACCSA (Latin American 
Association of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons – See annex C) 
 
Various sources took place in the region for Low Vision, ROP, Diabetic 
Retinopathy 
 
Disease Control 
Many regular cataract surgical campaigns and programmes, several ROP 
programmes have commenced. 
 
The LARWG decided to officially establish its Glaucoma Technical Subcommittee 
during the October 2006 meeting (See attachment No. 2) 
 
Appropriate Technologies 
 
There was one SICS course in the last semester. Establishment of the National 
Cataract Training Centre in Mexico with expansion to 12 states in the country. 
 



The second pilot Edition in Spanish of the CEHJ was published and distributed in 
late December 2007 (See annex 3 and www.revistasaludocular.org). 
 
The Brazilian Council of Ophthalmology (CBO) has secures clearance from the 
Government authorities to train Lusophone speaking doctors, particularly those 
from Africa, in cataract surgery 
 
 
Others 
Establishment of an ROP directory and situational analysis of the region soon to 
be published by Dr. Andrea Zin and Dr. Claire Gilbert. 
 
World Sight Celebrations were very successful in the region with posters and 
advocacy material translated into Spanish and Portuguese and sent several 
weeks in advance to the various partners, National Societies of Ophthalmology, 
NGOs, PAHO offices and some selected countries in Africa. (See attachments 
No. 4 and 5). 
 
 
 

7) Please summarize activities taken up towards resource mobilization in 
your region. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8) List the Vision Rehabilitation and blindness programmes active in your 

region under VISION 2020; please also list programme launches. 
Note: Those listed here are the ones sponsored by CBM which were provided 
as a courtesy by both regional offices and some from ORBIS, but do not 
reflect those sponsored by other International NGOs or local agencies, a 
comprehensive list has been requested to all the NGOs. 
 
 

Many of the National VISION 2020 bodies have regular contact with the 
media and the Regional Office has developed an advocacy video for this 
purpose. 
 
IAPB North America and Latin America have joined forces so that the 
regional VISION 2020 office for Latin America can be more effective and 
so that it can lend appropriate technical support at the specific request of 
the former and of various partners. This has also resulted in significantly 
increased funding to promote various related activities, increase advocacy, 
promote the establishment of National VISION 2020 Committees, provide 
technical support to countries in order to develop their National PBL plan, 
etc.. 



 
 
 

Partner Country Location 
Belize Council for the Visually Impaired BCVI Belize Belize-City 
ASEMBIS - Asoc. de Servicios Médicos Para 
El Bien Social Costa Rica San Jose 
Patronato Nac. De Ciegos, Inc. Centro De 
Rehab. para Ciegos Dominican Republic Santo Domingo 
Centro Cristiano de Servicios Médicos, 
Hospital Dr.E.Santana Dominican Republic Santo Domingo 
Comité Evangélico Salvadereno de Ayuda y 
Desarrollo - CESAD El Salvador San Salvador 
Programa Nacional de Salud Visual (FUDEM) El Salvador San Salvador 
PBL Program AGAPE El Salvador Sonsonate 
PBL Program El Peten Guatemala San Benito 

Blindness Prevention in Western Guatemala Guatemala 
Ciudad de 
Guatemala 

Grace Childrens Hospital Haiti Port-au-Prince 
Petit Goave Eye Clinic Haiti Petit Goave 
Hopital Universite d'Etat d'Haiti (HUEH) Haiti Port-au-Prince 

Eye Health Services Jeremie Haiti 
Gebeau - 
Jeremie 

Club de Leones'La Fraternidad' Clinica de 
Oftalmologia Honduras San Pedro Sula 
Centro Cristiano De Servicios Médicos Honduras El Progreso 
Clinica Oftalmologica Vida Abundante Honduras Tegucigalpa 
Hospital 'LA CARLOTA' Clinica de 
Oftalmologia Mexico Montemorelos 
Asociación Centro de Rehabilitación para 
Ciegos - ACREC Mexico Cuernavaca 
Salud Ocular Ciudad Juarez Mexico Ciudad Juarez 
Vision 2000 Mexico Manzanillo 
Eye Care Service Oaxaca Mexico Tlacolula 
Luz y Vida Chilapa Mexico Chilapa 
Prevention of Blindness Project Tabasco Mexico Cunduacan 
Clinica Hospital del Pueblo Anna Seethaler, 
A.C. Mexico 

San Martín 
Mexicapan 

PBL Baja California Mexico Ensenada 
Clínica de Ojos - Jinotega Nicaragua Jinotega 

 
 
 
 
 



Country City Director Ophthalmologist 

Argentina Tartagal Claudia Lungu Dr. Juan Carlos Gutierrez 

Argentina Córdoba 
Dr. Carlos 
Carranza Dr. Carlos Carranza 

Argentina Castelli 
Dr. Jorge 
Kleisinger Dr. Jorge Kleisinger 

Argentina La Plata Dra. Marta Galán Dra. Marta Galán 

Argentina Córdoba Dr. Julio Urrets Dr. Julio Urrets 

Argentina 
Bs. Aires, La 
Rioja 

María Eugenia 
Nano  

Bolivia Santa Cruz Milton Salvatierra Dr. José Justiniano 
Bolivia El Alto Yascara Murguia Dr. Rogelio  Patti 
Bolivia Santa Cruz Thomas Dietze Dr. Orlando Torricos 

Bolivia Cochabamba 
Dra. Carmen 
Camargo Dr. Edgar Barrionuevo 

Bolivia Tarija 
Dr. Gustavo 
Aguirre P. Dr. Gustavo Aguirre U. 

Brazil Santarem Janette Ryan 

Dr. Pinheiro, Dr. Ronald & 
Nely Carvalho, Dra. 
Saldanha, Dr Ribeiro 

Brazil Mananhão 
Dr. Gloria 
Vasconcelos Dr. Gloria Vasconcelos 

Brazil Recife Dr. Liana Ventura  

Brazil Cuiaba 

Manfred 
GoebelMaria 
Conceição da 
Encarnação  

Chile Concepción Norfa Frez Dr. Raúl González 

Colombia Bucaramanga 
Dr. Juan José 
Rey; Isabel Ardila  

Colombia 
Cali , 
Buenaventura Doris de Botero  

Colombia Popayán 
Dr. Mauricio de 
Rosa Ballén  

Colombia Pasto Lic. Viviana Díaz  

Colombia Medellín 
Martha Elena 
Betancur Dra. Claudia Durán 

Ecuador Portoviejo Yolanda de Avila  
Ecuador Guayaquil Dr. Eddie Icaza Dr. Eddie Icaza 

Ecuador Yaruquí 
Dr. Felipe 
Chiriboga Dr. Felipe Chiriboga 



Ecuador La Libertad Dr. Julio Centeno Dr. Cloro Villamar 
Ecuador Loja Dr. Carlos Aguirre Dr. Carlos Aguirre 

Ecuador Quito 
Dra. Ma del 
Carmen Almeida 

Dra. Ma del Carmen 
Almeida Dr. Alfonso 
Almeida 

Ecuador Guayaquil Dr. Eduardo Viteri Dr. Eduardo Viteri 

Ecuador Cuenca Raúl Bonifaz Dr. René Cabrera 

Ecuador Milagro Dr. Robin Ríos Dr. Robin Ríos 

Paraguay Asunción 
Dr. Rainald 
Duerksen Dr. Rainald Duerksen 

Paraguay Asunción Dra. Miriam Cano  

Peru Cusco Dr. Frilo Silva 
Dr. Frilo Silva, Dra. Silvia 
Mendoza 

Peru Arequipa 
Dr. Giovanni 
Salas Dr. Giovanni Salas 

Peru Abancay 
Dr. Johannes 
Kohler Dr. Johannes Kohler 

Peru Trujillo Dr. Artemio Burga Dr. Artemio Burga 

Peru Piura Dr. Luis Pongo Dr. Luis Pongo 

Peru Lima Dra. Luz Gordillo Dra. Luz Gordillo 

Peru Iquitos 
Dra. Maruja 
Limachi Dra. Maruja Limachi 

Peru Chachapoyas Dr. José Cajo 
Dr. Donald Mejía, Dr. 
Francisco Ramos 

Peru Lima Dr. Miguel Asmat Dr. Miguel Asmat 

Peru Chiclayo Dr. Carlos Labrín Dr. Carlos Labrín 

Peru Ica 
Dra. Cecilia 
Castillo Dra. Cecilia Castillo 

Peru Trujillo 
Merly González 
Saravia Merly González Saravia 

Venezuela Caracas 
Dr. Francisco 
Belisario 

Dr. Francisco Belisario; 
Dra. Magally Hernández 

 
 
Country City Program E-mail 

Argentina Tartagal Cataract 

rmasociana@arnet.com.ar  
asocianatartagal@arnet.com.ar  
gutierrezdaruich@arnet.com.ar  

Argentina Córdoba Cataract sec.ver@powernet.net.ar  
Argentina Castelli Cataract jorgekle@yahoo.com.ar 



Argentina La Plata ROP digio@way.com.ar 

Argentina Córdoba ROP jauz@arnet.com.ar 

Argentina 
Bs. Aires, La 
Rioja Cataract & ROP menano@clinano.com.ar 

    

Bolivia Santa Cruz Cataract 
aprecia@cotas.com.bo;  
josevjt@cotas.com.bo 

Bolivia El Alto Cataract cmak@kolpingbolivia.net 
Bolivia Santa Cruz Cataract direccion@fcmakolping.org.bo 

Bolivia Cochabamba Cataract 
hpacus@supernet.com.bo   
edgarbarrionuevo@hotmail.com  

Bolivia Tarija Cataract clinojos@cosett.com.bo 
    

Brazil Santarem Cataract brazilnut@netsan.com.br 
Brazil Mananhão Cataract glvasconcelos@bol.com.br 

Brazil Recife 
ROP & Low 
Vision projetos@fundacaoaltinoventura.org.br 

Brazil Cuiaba Cataract 
dahwmt@terra.com.br; 
dgcermac@ses.mt.gov.br 

    

Chile Concepción 
Cataract & Low 
vision direccion@coalivi.cl 

    

Colombia Bucaramanga Cataract 
saludpublica@foscal.com.co  
isardila@hotmail.com 

Colombia 
Cali , 
Buenaventura Cataract instituto@telesat.com.co 

Colombia Popayán Cataract asoprevisual@emtel.net.co 
Colombia Pasto Cataract fundonarino@telecom.com.co 

Colombia Medellín Low Vision 
martha.betancur@upb.edu.co 
gomezduran@hotmail.com 

    

Ecuador Portoviejo Cataract 
fundacion_olm@yahoo.com  
sauzaler@ecua.net.ec 

Ecuador Guayaquil Cataract funcrisa@telconet.net 
Ecuador Yaruquí Cataract fechifov@interactive.net.ec 
Ecuador La Libertad Cataract clinicavc@yahoo.com 
Ecuador Loja Cataract caguirre70@hotmail.com 

Ecuador Quito Cataract/ ROP foraf@interactive.net.ec 
Ecuador Guayaquil Cataract eviteri@ecuadorlaser.com 



Ecuador Cuenca Cataract 
raul_bonifaz@yahoo.com.mx  
repacasa@etapa.com.ec 

Ecuador Milagro 
Cataract, Low 
Vision mmi_ecu@telconet.net 

    

Paraguay Asunción Cataract, ROP 
rd@conexión.com.py  
rainaldd@telesurf.com.py 

Paraguay Asunción 
Cataract, Low 
Vision 

conavip2020@yahoo.com  
mrcano@uninet.com.py 

    

Peru Cusco 
Cataract, Low 
Vision 

frilo1sg@yahoo.com ; 
dr.silviamendoza@latinmail.com  

Peru Arequipa Cataract gsfundar@viabcp.com 

Peru Abancay Cataract 
pedrjo@web.de ; 
obispadoabancay@speedy.com.pe  

Peru Trujillo Cataract cecom.cbm@gmail.com 

Peru Piura Cataract 
cimaso27@hotmail.com ; 
luispongo@hotmail.com 

Peru Lima 

ROP, 
Congenital 
Cataract prevista@terra.com.pe 

Peru Iquitos Cataract asprece@yahoo.es 

Peru Chachapoyas Cataract direccion_hrvfch@yahoo.es 

Peru Lima Cataract 
asoc.divinoninojesus@terra.com.pe   
miguelasmat@speedy.com.pe 

Peru Chiclayo Cataract 
provisionperu@gmail.com ;  
escuzajorge@gmail.com 

Peru Ica Cataract gretita_05@yahoo.es 
Peru Trujillo  merlygonzalez2@hotmail.com  
    

Venezuela Caracas Cataract, ROP 
ipopular@cantv.net ; 
magallybelisario@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9) What are the various advocacy measures implemented in your region to 
spread awareness on VISION 2020’s priority areas. Indicate concrete 
future plans, if any. 

 
 
 
 

S. 
No. 

Country Programme 

Date 
/Proposed 

date of 
Launch  

1 Argentina  Ongoing meetings with the MOH and 
National Society of Ophthalmology, so 
that CEH concepts are included in 
annual residents meeting, bi-monthly 
official publication of the National 
Council of Ophthalmology features a 
paper related to CEH and one 
programme. 
Modify National Plan to include other 
V2020 priority pathologies and 
methodology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
05/07 

2 Bolivia CEH course 
SICS Course 

08/06 
06/07 

3 Brazil Follow up on CEH courses for residency 
training programmes 

10/06 

4 Canada   
5 Chile RAAB study to be completed in  

CEH course for residents and 
ophthalmologists 

03/07 
05/07 

6 Colombia VISION 2020 presentations on the 
annual congress of ophthalmology. II 
VISION 2020 Congress 
Finalize 2 RAAB studies 
Include CEH concepts in selected 
residency programmes 

09/06 and 
10/06 
respectively 
06/07 
 
06/07 

7 Costa Rica Regular monthly meetings of the 
VISION 2020 committee to promote 
coordination between agencies and the 
government in order to establish a 
National PBL Plan 

 

8 Cuba LV and ROP courses took place in 
06/06 

 

9 Dominican 
Republic 

ROP council began activities  
Dr. Duerksen will conduct a situation 
analyses on site visit 

10/06 
02/07 



10 Ecuador Will conduct RAAB study later in the 
year 

07 

11 El Salvador Establish National PBL Committee 07 
12 Guatemala Advocacy and Situation Analyses visit 

to take place (Dr. Miriam Cano)  
04/07 

13 Honduras   
14 Mexico LARWG meeting to take place prior to 

the PAAO bi-annual meeting in Cancun 
PBL course organized by the PBL 
committee of the PAAO with 
participation of IAPB LA 

05/07 
 
 
05/07 

15 Nicaragua Launched its National PBL committee 
and plan 

10/06 

16 Panama Establish National PBL Committee 07 
17 Peru 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Further development of National PBL 
plan and launching of cataract support 
programme by the government 
 
Advocacy visit and Situation analysis to 
be conducted by Van Lansingh and 
various NGOS. 
 
SICS, Refractive errors, ROP and LC 
courses throughout the year 

03/07 
 
 
 
05/07 
 
 
 
07 

18 Paraguay 
 

Regular ongoing meetings with the 
Government authorities to launch a 
campaign of 1000 extra cataract 
surgeries performed by CONAVIP 
members 
 
Situation analyses visit to various points 
in the country 
 
Cost of blindness and low vision study 
to begin in 
 
One Low Vision Clinic to be established 
 
Former LA ministries of health meeting 
 
CEH Management course 

03/07 
 
 
 
 
 
03/07 
 
 
04/07 
 
 
06/07 
 
10/07 
 
11/07 

19 United States   
20 Uruguay Situation Analysis visit and CEH course 

by Van Lansingh 
04/07 

21 Venezuela CEH Course  03/07 
 



Attachments: 
 
1) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2)  
Minutes of the Meeting of the VISION 2020 LARWG hel d on Thursday 26 

October 2006 in the Las Palmeras, room of the Dann Carlton Hotel, 
Barranquilla, Colombia 

 
Participants:  
 

1. Dr. Luz Marina Melo, ASOPREC, Colombia 
2. Dr. Luis Escaf, Clinica Oftalmologica del Caribe, Colombia 
3. Dr. Everardo Barojas, IAPB LA Co-chair, Mexico 
4. Dra. Magally Hernandez de Belisario – Instituto Popular para los Ojos, 

Venezuela 
5. Dr. Francisco Belisario, Instituto Popular para los Ojos, Venezuela 
6. Dr. Van Lansingh, Regional Coordinator, V2020LA, Paraguay 
7. Dr. Miriam Cano, President of CONAVIP, Paraguay 
8. Dr. Rainald Duerksen, Chair IAPB LA and Fundacion Vision, Paraguay 
9. Dr. Juan Batlle, IAPB LA Co-chair, Dominican Republic 
10. Dr. Andrea Zin, V2020LA Childhood Blindness Subcommittee, Brazil 
11. Dr. Celia Nakanami, UNIFESP, Brazil 
12. Dr. Joan McLeod, ORBIS International, USA 
13. Dr. Fernando Barria, president of the V2020 Committee in Chile and 

Director of Community Eye Health of the Chilean Society of 
Ophthalmology. 

14. Dr. Francisco Andriguetti, Director of the training and continuing medical 
education of the Chilean Society of Ophthalmology. 

15. Dr. Francisco Martinez Castro, president of the Advocacy and Diabetic 
Retinopathy subcommittees.  

16. Marion Martens, Assistant to the Regional Coordinator of V2020LA, 
Paraguay 

17. Dr. Marco de la Fuente, co-president of the Subcommittee on Childhood 
Blindness for V2020LA, Mexico 

18. Dr. Serge Resnikoff, WHO, Switzerland 
19. Dr. Ivo Kocur, VISION 2020 Global Coordinator, Switzerland 

 
Guests:  
 

1. Dr. Carlos Solarte, medical consultant for ORBIS International 
 

Absent with appologies:  
 

1. Dr. Harry Brown, SEE International, U.S.A. 
2. Dr. Silvia Veitzman, president of the Subcommittee on Low Vision for 

V2020 LA, Brazil 
3. Dr. Francisco Contreras, president of the Prevention of Blindness 

Committee for the APO, Peru. 
4. Dr. Virgilio Galvis, co-chair of IAPB LA, Colombia, 



5. Dr. Hugo Nano, co-chair of IAPB LA 
6. Ms.  Maria E. Nano, president of the Monitoring Subcommittee for VISION 

2020 LA, Argentina 
 

7. Prof. Newton Kara Jose, co-chair of IAPB LA and president of the 
Refractive Error Subcommittee for V2020LA, Brazil. 

8. Dr. Carlos Arieta, president of the V2020 LA Cataract Subcommittee, 
Brazil. 

9. Dr. Ray Brown, Vision Paraguay, England 
10. Mr. Walter Gutbrod, CBM CARO, Mexico 
11. Dr. Martin Ruppenthal, CBM LARO, Mexico 
12. Dr. Karen Seidman, Lighthouse International, USA 
13. Dr. Juan Carlos Silva, eye-health consultant to PAHO, Colombia 
14. Dr. Felipe Chiriboga, Fundacion Oftalmologica del Valle, Ecuador 
 
 

Opening: 
 
Dr. Rainald Duerksen welcomed all the participants and guests at 08:20 AM 
and thanked the organizers of the II VISION 2020 Iberoamerican Congress 
for their assistance and collaboration in preparation for holding the event.. He 
also announced, as a point of information and as follow-up to item 10 of the 
minutes mentioned below here, that it was very probable that Sao Paulo 
would be the host city for the 8th General Assembly of IAPB to be held in July 
of 2008. 
 
1) Approval of the Minutes of the 8 th Meeting of the VISION 2020 LA 

LARWG held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, February 18, 2006.  
The minutes were approved as being a faithful representation of what 
transpired in the meeting by those present, in support of the motion made by 
Dr. Juan Batlle and seconded by Dr. Francisco Martinez Castro.   Points still 
pending from the minutes will be discussed below. 
 
2) Presentation of the Paper on “Millenium Developm ent Goals”,   
Produced by the IAPB, it is suggested that the participants, and V2020 or 
PBL committee heads in the region use the contents of the paper and the key 
advocacy messages it contains, to facilitate interactions with their respective 
governments and official agencies, such as the local offices of PAHO. Dr. 
Celia Nakanami has kindly offered to go over a draf t of the document in 
Portuguese.  A translation into Spanish is being done, and it will be 
distributed to all interested parties, and be placed in the Publications section 
of our website. 
 
Dr. Serge Resnikoff emphasizes that this is a very important matter, and that 
each country has a related office which can be located in various ministries. 
Members from each country should seek out and establish contact with that 



office in order to promote the document and its potential benefits for 
financing, publicity, etc. 
 
3) Discussion of payment for assistants to the head s of technical 

subcommittees.  
Those present suggested that the payment of $100 USD be made after 
consultation with the president of the relevant committees (by the V2020LA 
office), depending on the amount of work involved and in conformity with the 
standards of the current agreement signed. 
 
4) Suggestions for the selection of new presidents and vice-presidents 

of IAPB LA  
The structure suggested by the committee led by Dr. Juan Batlle includes a 
Regional Chair followed by an Executive Director (Regional Coordinator). 
They would oversee the committees on Advocacy, Nominations and 
Resources, all of equal rank, and finally the specialized committees on 
Cataract, Glaucoma, Retina, Childhood Blindness, Low Vision, Refractive 
Error and Epidemiology. This last mentioned committee deals with aspects of 
RACSS, Statistics, Monitoring, Evaluation, etc. The aforementioned officers 
and the make up of each of these committees will be announced at the 
meeting scheduled for May 2007. Nominations for future regional 
chairpersons will come from these committees. 
 
The technical subcommittee on pathologies will also keep a list of contact 
persons for each country, as well as clinical and surgical guides, and 
establish or recommend training centers.  
 
 
5) Membership in VISION 2020 LA  
The committee led by Dr Juan Batlle, accompanied by  Holly Becker from 
Lions International, will study the details of the admission process to 
make the process more uniform  (among the proposals, lapse of 
membership after missing four meetings, recommendations from the national 
ophthalmology societies, costs, various categories of membership such as 
corporate, NGO and national V2020 committees, etc.). They will also study 
the means by which legal personality can be established for the institution. 
 
6) Presentation of Letters of Admission  
After resolving the existing doubts about the performance of Light For The 
World, of Austria, which performs work in Bolivia, it was decided to accept 
their application. Also accepted as members were FOCA of Colombia, the 
Vision Solidaria Program of Argentina, and the Vision institute of Mexico. Dr. 
Lansingh will inform the institutions and their web sites will be listed on 
the homepage of the V2020 LA website. 
 
 



7) Ambassadors of VISION 2020  
A draft of the selection criteria proposed by WHO, and suitable candidates will 
sought out  by each committee from each country and the technical 
subcommittees in order to assist the advocacy efforts and improve the 
visibility of VISION 2020 in our region. Dr. Juan Batlle will speak with Mr. 
Juan Luis Guerra, a well-known musician and singer from the 
Dominican Republic. Dr. Luz Marina Melo will attemp t to talk with 
Juanes and Shakira, who are from Barranquilla. 
 
8) Presentation of Data on ROP in Latin America  
Dr. Andrea Zin presented an excellent, soon to be published summary of the 
statistical data obtained through various courses and workshops in the region 
during the last few years.  
 
9) Proposal for Nominations for Section Editors for  the V2020 LA 

Bulletin  
The proposal asks that each of the current members of V2020 LA officially 
take charge of one section of the bulletin to ensure that the solicited articles 
written by that member or a person designated by him or her is sent 45 days 
ahead of time to Dr. Francisco Martinez Castro  for subsequent edition and 
formatting. Once this is done, Dr. Martinez will forward them to the central 
office in Paraguay for translation to the other two working languages some 30 
days ahead of time, with the objective of publishing in the three languages 
simultaneously during the first week of the months in question, March, June, 
September and December. The cooperation of each edition of the PAAO and 
the Latin American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons (ALACCSA) 
will also be sought in order to generate greater interest and be more inclusive. 
 
Dr. Francisco Martinez Castro suggested enriching the material of the bulletin 
with additional photographs and drawings from the various technical 
subcommittees. 
 
10) Launching of the Spanish-language Pilot Edition  of the Community 

Eye Health Journal (CEHJ), edited by the VISION 202 0 LA Central 
Office.  

The CEHJ in Spanish will be published bi-annually in 2006 and 2007 with the 
financial support of ORBIS and Vision Paraguay, initially the articles will be 
those translated from earlier English-language editions. Our hope is that 
publication every two months can be undertaken on a continuing basis, as is 
the case with the English-language edition, perhaps as a translation of the 
current English edition with an annex dedicated to our own region, as is done 
with the edition of the journal for India. We ask all participants to visit the 
website at  www.revistasaludocular.org to look over the articles and fill out the 
feedback form so that we can evaluate the distribution and impact the journal 
is having, something which will help secure funding for future editions. 
 



Help will be sought from the ophthalmic industry and the PAAO and AAO to 
increase distribution. 
 
11) Report on the May 2006 Resolution of the World Health Assembly  
Doctors Serge Resnikoff and Ivo Kocur report that the May 2006 World 
Health Assembly was held in the Geneva headquarters of the World Health 
Organization. The principal outcome of the assembly was the adoption by 
WHO of prevention of blindness activities as a priority working area. For these 
reasons, the various WHO regions are being asked to include it in their 
strategic plans for 2008-2011, and to dedicate funds to those activities. 
 
 
12) Creation and  Membership of Glaucoma Subcommitt ee  
Given the current importance of Glaucoma as a cause of blindness in the 
world, those present voted in favor of the creation of a new technical 
subcommittee on Glaucoma, and the names of Dr. Jesus Jimenez and Juan 
Carlos Rueda of Colombia were suggested to lead the committee. Dr. Van 
Lansingh will contact them to seek their acceptance . 
 
Considering that criteria for accepting new members for VISION 2020 LA are 
not well defined, and given that Dr. Juan Batlle  already heads a working 
group in that area, he is nominated as head of that subcommittee. He will 
present a suggested outline containing suggested criteria and probable costs 
as well as a classification system in May 2007. 
 
13) Presentation of the ALACCSA Book entitled: El libro del Cristalino de 

las Américas  (The Lens Book of the Americas)  
Dr. Rainald Duerksen presented El Libro Del Cristalino, the importance of 
which lies in the several chapters on appropriate technology, epidemiology 
and VISION 2020 written by members of our organization and published by 
this prestigious organization. 
 
14) VISION 2020 Photo Gallery Obtains important rec ognition from the 

International Centre for Eye Health (ICEH)  
The ICEH has included a link to the photo gallery from the VISION 2020 LA 
website among its educational electronic resources. This constitutes a well-
merited plaudit for the labor of Dr. Jorge Kleisinger, who contributed the 
material on which the section is based without any sort of compensation. 
Those present suggested promoting the use of the site for documentation of 
cases and presentations. 
 
15) II VISION 2020 LA Iberoamerican Congress  
The congress to be celebrated the following day in the same city has incited a 
great deal of interest in the press, resulting in an interview with a number of 
the officers and members of the organization being published in the 
Colombian El Heraldo newspaper.  The full text in Spanish is available at: 



 
http://www.v2020la.org/insidepages/meses/salud_ocular/tema112.pdf 
 
16) Presentation of VISION 2020 LA at the Geneva IA PB and WHO 
meeting of July 2006  
Dr. Lansingh reported that a meeting was held in July with officers and 
regional coordinators of the WHO, IAPB and some NGOs for an assessment 
of the activities and impact of VISION 2020. Each region made a 
presentation, and working groups were formed to develop future plans and 
objectives. A report on the meeting is being prepared by WHO, a nd will 
be made available to all those interested by Dr. La nsingh once it is 
available.  
 
17) Nomination of Members to assist the various Tec hnical 
Subcommittees.  
It should be noted that the work of each of the subcommittee chairs is very 
intense due to their many commitments and activities,  for which each will 
nominate collaborators and report on their acceptance in May of 2007. For 
example, during the meeting, Dr. Marco de la Fuente accepted and was 
introduced to the meeting as a new collaborator for the ROP Subcommittee 
for Spanish-speaking countries. In the case of the Advocacy Subcommittee, 
Dr. Luz Marina Melo and Dr. Joan McLeod were nominated and accepted. 
 
18) Posture of the IAPB on programs perceived as po ssible foreign 
interference in the Region.  
Although the document was in fact presented three days after the end of the 
congress, since it represents the official position of the organization, we 
permit ourselves to include the text here for your information. 
 

DECLARATORY OF THE 2º LATIN AMERICAN VISION 2020 CO NGRESS  
October 26th 27th and 28th of 2006, Barranquilla, C olombia.  

At the end of the activities carried out in this Congress, during which our 
performance in the last two years were analyzed, we consider it necessary to 
ratify our position regarding the activities oriented towards taking care of 
community Eye Health in Latin America: 
 
1) Even though there are great advances in planning strategies and results in our 
region, as can be corroborated when detecting a growth in Cataract Surgical 
Rate (CSR), the integration of criteria and a plan of action for Retinopathy of 
Prematurity (R.O.P) and in  the initiatives oriented towards searching for 
solutions for secondary Low Vision to refractive errors; what has been done is 
still insufficient and this pledges us to continue to carry out our objectives 
planned up to the year 2020.  

2) We ratify that these services should promote integration, sustainability and 
equity. Therefore, it’s essential to count on the coordination among all the actors 



involved in eye health, the governments, the societies of professionals, industry 
and the patients along with the leadership of the Eye Health National Committees 
and the National Societies of Ophthalmology. For that reason we disagree with 
those sporadic or interfering initiatives that do not contemplate these criteria nor 
do they favor the development of local infrastructure and human resources. In 
addition these programs do not adequately contemplate the transference of 
knowledge, education, adequate technology, nor the necessary follow up and 
evaluation of the results of the population assisted. 

With the creation of strong national committees representing all the above 
mentioned sectors, we can move ahead towards reaching the goals for VISION 
2020. It’s a requirement of the WHA [World Health Assembly] resolutions as well 
as a critical part of the VISION 2020 plan.  These committees must be formed in 
each country in the upcoming two years so that we may have the possibility to 
preserve our momentum. 
(Louis D. Pizzarello, MD MPH Secretary General, IAPB) 

We keep striving for the right to vision in our communities in Latin America. 
UNITED we have to do MORE, for better VISION IN THE FUTURE.  

Dr. Juan F. Batlle. 
Co-president of VISION 2020 Latin America 

 

19) Next LARWG meeting  

All those present are reminded that the biannual AP O meeting will be held 
in Cancun, Mexico from May 30th to June 3rd 2007, i t is therefore decided 
that the next LARWG meeting will be held a day befo re. Confirmation of the 
date, time and venue will be published later.   

Having no other matter to discuss, the session conc ludes at 6 pm. 
 

 
REPORT TO THE PAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
OPHTHALMOLOGY (APAO) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  

  
We participated in the scientific program  of the II VISION 2020 Latin 
America Blindness Congress by presenting as topic t he role of the Pan 
American Association of Ophthalmology in the preven tion of blindness. 
 
Subsequent to our participation, some aspects are d efined that we wish to 
inform of in this meeting for your consideration:   
 
1.- It is requested that our Pan American Association of Ophthalmology continue 
to be actively committed in the joint participation with the International Agency for 
Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) along with the Pan American Health Organization 



(OPS/OMS) in the program developed in our region: VISIÓN 2020: The Right to 
Sight . 
   
2.- In order for the point mentioned above to develop well, we request that the 
following proposals suggested in the congress be considered:  
 
a. Improve knowledge and professional quality by contributing with continuing 
education for Latin American ophthalmologists. This refers to a standardization of 
the training programs for ophthalmologists, integrating programs on community 
health, as well as including in courses or congresses the topic of blindness 
prevention in scientific congresses and vice versa.  The contribution made by 
visiting professors can always be an important support.  
 
b. Urge the National Societies to be an integrated part of the national committees 
for the prevention of blindness. These groups must normalize the programs for 
eradicating cataract by actively participating in its creation.  This corresponds 
with  Dr. Enrique Graue’s  position in his speech of October 2005: “The Pan 
American Association of Ophthalmology insists that the policies on eye health 
are a responsibility of the organized ophthalmology sector in each of our 
nations”. 
 
3.- It is informed: the declaration attained in the Latin America Congress in 
pursuit of the local resolution of programs for the solution of cataract. 
 
Best regards. 
 
VISION 2020 Latin America Blindness Congress Participants  
 
Dr. Fernando Barría   
Dr. Juan Battle 
Dr. Francisco Martínez 
��
�
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·  In August, with help from PAHO/WHO, a technical committee for control of health, monitoring and quality assurance was named to work 
together with the Nicaraguan Society of Ophthalmology to begin preparation of a National Plan for Eye-Health and prevention of blindness. 
From 10 to 12 October we were privileged to have the company and counsel of Dr. Juan Carlos Silva. The surgical priorities for Nicaragua 
were decided on according to their relative importance and the utility of surgery; using those criteria, the priority diseases were listed as 
cataract, retinopathy of prematurity and refractive error for purposes of establishing concrete goals to be worked on in the first two years of 
implementation of the plan. In the second phase of the plan, diabetic retinopathy and low vision will be included 

Act of Official Recognition and Status of the 15th of November. 
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“Every five seconds, one person in our world goes blind. A child goes blind every minute. It is estimated that over seven million people become blind every year.” 

�

�

CAMPAIGN FOR WORLD SIGHT DAY   

AÑO NUEVO HEALTH CENTER, COMAS, LIMA, PERU  

�
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The campaign for World Sight Day was carried out in the health sector by the national institute of ophthalmology (INO) on 

October 12 in coordination with the Peruvian Society of Ophthalmology, CONAPRECE, the city of Comas, the Pascana-Comas 

police district and the Año Nuevo Health Center in the Comas district (Jr. Juan Velazco s/, 13 km from Tupac Amaru), where a 

free-of-charge medical eye-care campaign focused on persons over-40 was held to detect cataract patients and refer them for 

no-cost surgical treatment at the INO. 

 
The Comas district has about 506,845 inhabitants, constituting 25% of the population of the north side of Lima and 6% of 

the metropolitan area. It covers an area of 48.72 square kilometers, with a population density of 9,539 inhabitants per square 

kilometer. The district contains 112 squatter settlements, 14 residents associations and 32 planned housing developments. It 

should be emphasized that some 57% of the total population of the district live in these squatter settlements. 
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1 Organización Mundial de la Visión (www.who.int) 
2 www.v2020.org 
3 http://www.municomas.gob.pe/ 
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All those who attended had their visual acuity checked, and all over age 40 also had their intraocular pressure checked. 

Of those examined, 62% were found to have visual acuity of 20/30 or better in both eyes; 17.9% had vision of 20/60 or less, 7.2% bilaterally and 10.7% unilaterally. 
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Of those attending the ophthalmological campaign, 20.1% presented with blindness (VA less than 20/400), including 6.9% with bilateral blindness, and 13.2% with unilateral 

blindness.  

 
Of the persons who had their intraocular pressure measured, 4.2% showed IOP greater than 21 mm Hg. 

 

Among the most frequent diagnoses were Refractive Error, 46.83% (n. 281); and Cataract, 20.5%. Other disease 

found included conjunctival disorders, pterygium, and blepharitis (17.16%).  

 

Graph 03: The Five Most Common Diagnoses 
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The IL regional institute of ophthalmology of Peru reports…  
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